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«Ce qui plait eſt neceſſairement uti 
te outre cette utilitè de plaiſir, ou veut quelque 
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CHAPTER I. 


A BALL» 


0 ELIA, inſtead of immedi- 


ately opening the box, began 
wondering what it could be. 


but caſting her eyes on the direction, 
the ſaw plainly from whence it came, 


Oh, Heavens! it was the Marquis's 


hand! Pale, and trembling, leſt by hig 
imprudence the fatal ſecret ſhould be © 
diſcovered, ſhe vainly endeavoured to | 
delay opening it ; but Mrs. An being 
Vor. III. ee curious | 
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curious to know. what. it might contain, 1 
begged ſhe would make haſte ; ſhe 
therefore, with an unſteady hand, lifted 
up the lid, when the firſt thing the ſaw , 
was a letter from Sophia. Somewhat 
relieved by this, ſhe ſaid, „It comes 
« from Lumley-Houſe; probably this 

& letter will tell me more: have 1 leave 
5 to read it?”- © Certainly ! but be 
quick I am dying with impatience.” 
Ophelia then broke the ſeal, and read 
As follows: 1 
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cc To Miſs MS eee, 
'6 E F. en lng. 


.  ACCEP T. my dear Ophielia 50 
4 the trifles which accompany this, as 
cc. a ſmall memorial of your Sophia's 
love and fidelity. I flatter myſelf, 


| 17. _= miniature will not be.an unplea- 
| | “ ſant 


%. 
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ce ſant remembrance of her: but Iwill 
« not deceive you, my ſweet friend, the 
ec hair in the other bracelet is not mine; 
« jt belonged to the only perſon in the 
ec world who can love you better than 
4 do. This deſcription ſuits but one, 
« and you will know how to apply it.” 1 


r 
» $0 ot a DE OS ee e : 
8 


* 


* 


The letter then proceeded on various 
ſubjects, to the length of ſix or eight 5 
pages; and at the end were theſe 

words, in the Marquis's hand: Da + 
not be alarmed—only three words 
«© Ten thouſand thanks “ It may eafily 5 
be imagined, that this little addreſs gave 
Ophelia ſome confuſion; but ſhe con- 
cealed it as well as poſſible, proceeded _ 
to examine the box, and found a pair ß 
bracelets ; one of which was the exact 
reſemblance of Lady Sophia; the other 
a large plait of hair, with a eypreſ 5 
branch in pearl, elegantly raiſed upon ; 
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it. They were alſo both ſet in pearl, and 
engraved on the inſide of that with the 
hair, Ophelia,” and round it, the 
words © Beloved, till life ſhall charm 


427 


3 75 711550 


1: Sol wil well knew to what the 


above wordsalluded applied them equal = 


ly to Belvour and herſelf; and charm- 


ed with the beauty of the workman- 


ſhip, and the delicacy of the idea, ſhed .. 
over them a tear of tender remembrance. 
While the reſt of the party wondered 
how Sophia could happen to think of ſo 
melancholy a device, they did not per- 


cCeive the words; and Ophelia did not 


ſhew them. She employed herſelf the 
reſt of the morning in faſtening chem to 
velvets. 


The hours paſſed unmarked, except 
by the ſighs of Ophelia, till that arrived 
which 
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which was to convey them to the ball. 


Her dreſs was perfectly ſimple and = 


gant : a plain white ſattin leve-vite and 
petticoat, with pale blue ribbons ; her 
hair, without powder, hung down to the 


bottom of her waiſt, and was covered 
with a blue filk hat, and a large plume 
of white feathers. Her arms were en- 
circled by her new bracelets ; her boſom 


was lightly ſhaded with gauze, and 


round it was thrown a black velvet rib- 
bon with her locket, which, as ſhe was 


not known, ſhe thought it unneceſſary £ 
to conceal. Black ſattin ſlippers com- 


pleted the elegant neatneſs of her dreſs: 
ſhe looked divinely; and Sir Walter 


Trevyllian, who had engaged for him 


felf the honour of her hand, gazed on 


ber with the moſt pens ſenſ: ations of 
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They entered the ball room as the f 
firſt minuet was dancing; every eye was 
inſtantly turned from the dancers to 
Ophelia: and her beautiful complexion 


received an additional glow from the 
gaze ſhe attracted. The Maſter of the 
Ceremonies in vain endeavoured to pre- 


vail on her to dance a minuet, until 
Mrs. Overbury begged ſhe would. She 
then, though with much reluctance, roſe 
from her ſeat. The recollection that the 
laſt time ſhe danced was with Belvour, 


employed her mind as he led her up 


the room; where he introduced her to 
an elegant young man, who, by his 
1regimental s, appeared to be an bis 
in the Guards. 


Ophelia, reſtrained by her timidity, 
did not perform ſo well as ſhe had many 
times done in private; but quite well 


R anch to attract dhe attention of every 


8 one 3 


f} 
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one, and the particular adtniration of 
her partner, who aſked the honour of 


her hand for the evening. She replied, 
that ſhe was engaged, if ſne danced at 
Il ; and he led her to her ſeat, but 


contin inlet — oy her. | +2 


- 1 os OB 


N | Optielia,” 1 55 faid Mrs. Overbury, 0 hs 


c have ſeen you dance a better mi- 


% nuet.“ I know you have,” replied 
ſhe, © but you have no idea how fright- 

ened I was.“ And yet,” ſaid tlie 
ſtranger, „you hal leſs reaſon to be 
K alar med than any other perſon in the 


5 room, ſince the ladies muſt dread 


F *© lofing the hearts of their lovers, and 


ce the gentlemen their own.” Ophelia 
laughed, and bowed, but returned no 
anſwer. At that very inſtant Sir Walter 
came up, and ſaid, „Miſs Melbourne, 


% you ready?“ 4e 1 had rather not 
A” R414 <a” 


« the cbuntry- dances are beginning; are 
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dance the firſt dance,” ſaid ſhe; © you 
* know I ſaid I ſhould not be able to 
dance the whole evening; but if you 
like to engage another partner, do 
© ſo; I do not wiſh to dance. Oh, 
ee by no means,” faid he, „I will 
4 wait your time.” Lou are ſo well 
engaged, Sir Walter, ſaid the ſtran- 
ger, that it is almoſt impertinent to 
_ © aſk you how you are.)“ ©© Oh, my 
Lord proteſt I did not know you; 
J hope your Lordfhip has been well 
“ this half year; how is my Lord Cler- 
% mont? Well, I thank you. Fa- 
vour me with half a word.“ He then 
drew him a little apart, and ſaid ſome- 
thing in a low voice. Sir Walter then 
led him to Ophelia, and ſaid, Mis 
Melbourne, although you have danced 
with this gentleman, I believe he has 
not been named to you. My Lord, 
this is Miſs Melbourne. Madam, 
LEES > - 28 this 
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* this is my Lord Ellars, only ſon to 
© the Earl of Clermont. Pray, has your 
* Lordſhip any moretitlesto-announce ?” 
He laughed, and anſwered,” © Yes; 


« pray ſay I, am your friend, as that 
may be the means of 2 me a 


more favourable reception.” Tam 
« afraid not; but give me leave this 
© 1s Mrs. Overbury ; this, Mrs. Alwin. 
Lord Ellars bowed gracefully to eaclr 
lady, and ſtood chatting till the end of 
the firſt dance; when Sir Walter and 
Tn Melbourne ſtood up. © Does not 

< your Lordſhip dance?” ſaid the former. 
% No,” replied he, unleſs (which- 1 
© ſhall heartily pray for) you ſhould 
x fortunately lame yourſelf, and then 


\<* mean time, if Mrs. Overbury will. 
* Nad me leave, I will fi down by 


* 1 may hope for your partner. In the 
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At the concluſion of two dances they 


: mr Sir Walter declaring, there 


was never any thing fo abominable ! for 
they were obliged to 2 every two 
Aer. 


40 Ellars immediately ARLEN 
Ophelia for the next two fhe ſhould 
dance; and, after reſting one, ſhe went 
down two with him: and then, not 


chuſing to dance : any more, they con- 


verſed all together till ſupper-time. 


Miſs Melbourne then drew off her! 
gloves. What an elegant bracelet! ] 

faid Lord Ellars, ſeizing her hand, anc} 
affecting to gaze on the portrait: is 


e this a ſiſter? though indeed there 3 1 


te not the leaſt likeneſs to you.” © No,” 


replied ſhe; it is a particular friend.” 
„What an enviable diſtinction ! * ſajd 


he ; 
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he; © I have ſomewhere ſeen a face” 
* eee, it.“ Probably your 
«© Lordſhip may,“ faid Ophelia; it is 
Lady Sophia Raymond.” „ Oh, I 


never ſaw her, but J have ſeen her 


© brother ; is fhe like him?“ Les, 
very.“ © That is it then! Pray, is 


cc he returned from his travels ?” He 


is.“ She then diſengaged her hand, 


which he relinquiſhed unxillingly; and 


they ſat down to ſupper. 


Immediately after i upper they quitted 


the rooms. When they came to the 


carriage, Lord Ellars and Sir Walter 


each offered his hand. Which wilt 


« you indulge, Miſs Melburne?” ſaid 


his Lordſhip. © I will trouble neither,” : 
faid ſhe; Mr. Alwin will be kind 


© enough to aſſiſt me.“ They each 


5 bowed ; and Mr. Alwin, who was de- 
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ſaid he ſhould certainly do himſelf the 


honour to call in the 


coach drove off. 


and the 


n to come often. 
morning 


muvitatio 
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lighted with Lord Ellars, gave h 


preſſing 
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CH 4 iFTER WM 
A REFUSAL. 


1⁰ RD Ellars did not © fart to nll hs 
next day; and Sir Walter arrived. 
ſoon after. He ſolicited Ophelia to play 
on the harpſichord; ſhe conſented; and 
Lord Ellars, who was himſelf a per- 
former, was delighted. Several days 
rolled on in a ſucceſſion of amuſements: 
Ophelia's health and ſpirits every day 
returned till more; and ſhe appear} 


n happy, 


Save when ſore well-known: object, ever 
e dean. | 


« Recalls th* untutor'd ſigh, the fadden- 
. farting tear !? 


But 
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But although ſhe wore the. Grdliibes 
of content, ſhe was inwardly unhappy : 
her mind in private continually ſought 
the relief of tears, although in public 
ſhe had the fortitude to baniſh them. 

The true uneaſineſs of her heart would, 
in ſpite of her efforts, ſometimes ap- 


* LL 


' She was one day mentioning that me 
ſhould like to have her portrait to ſend 
to Lady Sophia; and Ellars informed: 
Her there was a good miniature painter 
at the next town. They all therefore 
rode over; one morning; and Ophelia 
fat. There was a long conſultation re- 
ſpecting the attitude; and at length ſhe 
recollected the poſition ſhe had fat in 
when the Marquis laſt ſaw Ber; : "and 
therefore propoſing it to the limner, he 
agreed it would be charming. She was 


therefore drawn leaning on her lute, 
and. 
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and in the dreſs ſhe wore that day.—. 
They went ſeveral times; and when it 
was finiſhed, Mrs. Overbury inſiſted on 
her fitting once for her, and once for 
Mrs. Alwin; and the choſe to give one 
to Lady Clifford ; ſo that her time for 
many days was fully engaged in fitting 
often, and in writing down a brief 
relation of the event which placed her 
with Mr. Overbury, for Lady Sophia, 
enjoining her not to mention . 8 
By the time * relation was finiſhed, 
the pictures ſhe deſigned for the Couns 
teſs and Sophia were done alfo. She or- 
dered them to be ſet for lockets, quite 
plain, with her hair on the reverſe. She 
{ent with them her long epiſtle to So- 
phia, and a letter to Lady Clifford; 
that to Sophia alſo contained the fol- 
lowing lines, which ſhe had written 
about a week before. oy 


. 


16 ron LE TY HO Us . 

„ + H ENR I, 

On bis BIRTH-DAr, October 29th. 
BLEST be this happy day, which Save thee: 


birth l. ä . 
Firſt among men, and. forereign of my 
1 
Each day, ſince that, has added worth to- 
worth, | 
And Nature's bounties are prof by 
art. W 27 
Falr ſcience crowns ; thee ; wit and ſenſe 4 
prove; 
Ten thouſand graces deck ay outward 
form; _ | 


T en "IO virtues vindicate my love, 
And poliſh'd manners * AF 


charm. 


May each revolving hour be paſs'd in eaſe! 
Nay more than. eaſe, _ a Joy be 

| ee *5. 
And when thou lov'ſt, * ee thou moſt 

woulcd'ſt pleaſe, Trey : 


May the meek virgin's 8 heart be uch 
"ks mine ! 


0 A. 
A week 


% 
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A week paſſed, after the dif patch of 
this letter, when, one morning, as 


Ophelia, Lord Ellars, and Mrs. Over- 


bury, were fitting together, Mr. Over- 
bury came in, and faid, „My dear 


Ophelia, are you difengaged ? If you 
« are, I ſhould be- glad ta ſpeak with 


„ you.“ * Certainly, Sir!“ ſaid Ophe-. 
lia, riſing with furpriſe ; © I attend you.“ 
He led her to Mr. Alwin's ſtudy; and 
after a great deal of prefacing, Which 


very much excited her curioſity, ſhe 
was much provoked, when he ſaid that 
Sir Walter Trevyllian had commiſſioned 


him to make propoſals to her; very ad- 


vantageous ones! and was running into 


a detail of the fettlements he offered; 


but Ophelia ſtopped him, by ſaying, 


„I might juſtly be-blamed; my dear 
Sir, were I to diſpoſe of myſelf, till I 


have made every effort to learn to 
k whom I belong; Which 1 —— 
: 1 5 t 
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8 00) ada by an application to Lady 
Clifford; and this would be a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for delaying any counte- 
©-nance to Sir Walter's addreſs; but 


although I am much obliged to him 


© for his good opinion, I muſt entreat 
you to inform him, that it is not in 
my power to give him the flighteſt 
hope that I can ever receive his pro- 


„ poſals. Thank him, my dear Sir, for 


© the generoſity of them, and ratify my 


_ refufal by your o.] n!“ But, my 
dear girl, am I to aſſign ng reaſon to 


% him? Tell him, Sir, if you 
.© pleaſe, that I have not the ſmalleſt 
inclination, to change my preſent ſitu- 


ation; and chat it would not be poſ— 


ſible for me to be happy with him, or 
to make him happy.“ My love! 
I would by no means contradict your 
“ inelinations in ſuch a point as this.; 
ce but conſider' - Fou are very 


On 
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* good, „Sir; but indeed I have given 
© the only anſwer Jever can give.“ And 
ſaying this, me courtekied , 15 wick 


* 


den een e ,, NE 
Ophelia retired to her own room, in 
order to overcome the little derange- 


ment this diſagreeable offer had made 


in her ideas; and as her heart had not 
been the leaſt intereſted, this was ſoon. 
effected; and ſhe returned to the RE 

* e WN 


— 


—_ 


lde Eb met F ſhe en- 


tered, with a look of enquiry; but ſee- 


ing her cheerful, he became ſo himſelf. 


She had not been reſeated three mi- 
nutes, before ſhe perceived, by the 


ſmiles of Mrs. Alwin, that ſomething 
agreeable had happened. What do 
« you ſmile at?“ ſaid Ophelia; “ if 
= oy thing. Pleaſing has come to piſs, 

Ns: maß 


— 
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10 apply to Lord Ellars; he chuſes to 


will you give me for a franked letter? 


* 


spend upon myſelf,“ ſaid: he, I fear; 


"<6 may I not know it?“ © You muſt 


have the privilege of making you 
happy.“ Of making me happy! - 
% By what means?” None that de- 


but if I can give you a'moment's plea- 
© ſure, I think it an enviable diſtine- 
tion.“ Vou are very good; but 
do not keep me in ſuſpence.“ What 


& Franked by whom?” © By my Lond 

Marquis Belvour.” “ Heavens!“ ſaid 
Ophelia, changing as pale as death, and 
then bluſhing to crimſon, What do 
% you mean? Do not torment me; I 
will give any thing in the world for 
c it.” © Remember your promiſe, 
When I call on you by and by.“ And, 
with theſe words, he: gave her. the let- 
ter, which was indeed directed by Bel- 
vour. She tore it open, and foundia 
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very long letter from Sophia incloſed. 
She was half diſappointed ; but ſaid im- 
mediately, I thought ſo! from Lady 
„ Sophia.” She then read ir to her- 
ſelf. N 


I was preparing to thank you, my 
< deareſt girl, for your charming pre- 
© ſent; when an accident happened, 

« which has left me only debtor to your 

© intention. This, I acknowledge, is 
© a ſufficient obligation; but I am very 

© ſorry I have no more profited by it. 
You will probably blame my careleſſ- 
neſs in what I am going to tell youz . 
but; in reality I was not in fault. . 
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0 we had a A hat 'the . oo 
evening; and as I was drefling for tage 
* occaſion, Lady Eugenia called me 
into her drefſing-room. I went, leav- 


: ws the picture, which I had hung on 
| fa black 


; WW 1 — = — — 
* — " 
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© a black velvet ribbon, on the table in 
my own. When I returned, which 
was not till I had finiſhed drein * 
found Belvour gazing on it: I re- 
© proved him; and he went away, half 
angry. : 


I put on the locket, and danced two 

© cotillions ; which, as the evening was 

* warm, fatigued me a good deal, Oſ 

mond and I then went and walked - 

up and down the next room: it hap- 

© pened to be the library, which you 
© know has a remarkable thick carpet. 

We then returned to the dancers 21 

- © caught Henry's eye as I came in, and 
HS © obſerved he looked uncommonly ſa- 
a t ©. risfied, He immediately left the 
1 © room, and Idanced again; but before 

© I had gone down two dances, I caſt 
my eyes down, and miſſed my locket. 
The ſtring was broken, and it was 
| © gone! 


„ 
F . 
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© cone ! I am. very ſure, i in my own 
< mind, that Henry had half ſevered it, 

in hopes of ſome ſuch accident; for 
. < it was too ſtrong «to have divided ot” 5 
< itſelf. The whole houſe was ſearched, 
but no one had ſeen or could find it. 
< Belvour denies it even in private; and 
ſays it is but what I deſerve for loſing 
his: ſo you ſee I get nothing but 
« blame. Judge, if I am not com- 
« pletely provoked ! And indeed, my 
deareſt girl, if you are diſpleaſed, 1 * 
ſhall be extremely unhappy; but! 
a think you are too. juſt and too gene- 
© rous, to be angry without a cauſe. 1 
have truſted much heavier lockets 
c with a much ſlighter. ſupport. Lou 
may imagine the deprivation itſelf is 
ſufficiently mortifying, ſo truly as I” 
valued your dear reſemblance —* 
therefore do not add your reſentment 
to the loſs. 7; 5 

| 6 Belvour 
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:© Belvour has been in ſpirits ever 
© fince : I ſuppoſe he thinks himſelf re- 
markably wiſe ! He is this moment 
Home in, and inſiſts on ſeeing my let- 
© ter. As there is nothing in ie but 
© what relates to nn he may.” 2 


Then followed theſe lines, 1 in the Mar. | 
quis's Own hand? Q 


And would you, deareſt, ſweeteſt 
< Miſs Melbourne, be angry, if I con- 
© fefled the charming theft? Yes, you 
* would; and Ido not own it. Sophia, 
© I have not your picture, I aſſure you: 
© happy was the perſon who found the 
beautiful reſemblance of the moſt. 
© lovely —— Henry,“ ſaid Sophia, 
«© are you frantic! let me ſee what you 
ac have written. Leave me directly.“ 


Sophia 


IN 


erben 


Sophia then continued on various 
: _ thanked Ophelia, for tho 
hiſtory and vesſes, aſſuring her of her 
conſtant and trat eee $69 * 
en ah 11155 Sh 595Eot3 50% 


: 1 " 1 0 
ws i 2 
"© 4 $3 


1 Clifford» wrote a. wes 1 
thanking Ophelia for the portrait, and - 
promifing __—_ to ſend 0 * * res 


>» 
— 


Ophelia bluſhed to ſuch an exgeſi 
at the paragraph from Belvour (id - 
ſtantly ſeeing his evaſion. of. „ have 
not your portrait,) and appeared . 
much intereſted in; the letter that tho 
whole party were alſo engaged 1 in it 
She briefly ſaid, on fin ung it, How: 
* provoking Y' * What is provoking 9˙ 
{aid Mrs. Alwim Why, the moſt ris 
3 "Mania incident in the world obliges 
© me to ſit once more for my picture 
vor. III. 9 LB ſorely” 
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6 ſurely, Mr. Williams will be Apel of 
copying the ſame face ſo often!“ 
c Impoſfible'?” exclaimed Ellars, in a 
Jow voice, but in a tone ſo like Bel- 
vour's (indeed Ophelia always thought 
their voices alike) that ſhe raiſed her 
eyes a moment to his face; and then 
eaſting them down, ſighed. «© Oh,” 
fard he, Jeaning over her chair, „that 
I could tranſlate that ſigh!' ? Ide 
© not wiſh you ſhould,” replied Ophelia, 
bluſhing. 4 Tell me,“ ſaid Ellars, 
„ had J any ſhare in it?“ She heſitated, 
then anſwered, You had“ Do not,“ 
aid he, Oh, do not flatter; but may 
J aſk, what ſhare ?” * You remind- 
ed me ſo ſtrongly of a very dear 
_ © ffitnd, that I could not avoid ſighing. 
© 1 undefſtand you,” ſaid he; * and 
| 4 this friend is a lover!“ No, in- 
6 deed,” {aid Ophelia, with a erimſoned 
cheekx; It is a . bn, probably 
| a Ter . © neyer 
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© never ſee again Fe tear ſtarted to 
her eye. Pardon me, ſaid Ellars; 
«© Oh, never may I wound a ſenſibility 
4 1 ſo highly revere ! !” And on faying 
| a, he returned to his ſeat. - 


Now this important F. fe- a. tete is 
ended, I may venture to enquire what 
* ridiculous incident you allude „ 
* Ophelia ?* ſaid Mrs. Alwin. Ophelia 
briefly recounted the loſs Sophia had 

ſuſtained ; and while they were talking 
about 1 ir, Sir Walter came in. 


if * 


Ophelia bluſhed as ſhe roſe to feceive - . 
him, and wiſhed herſelf a thouſand 
miles off. He bowed, in ſome confu- 
fion, and after a little disjointed chat, : 
he enquired for Mr, e ; and was 
ſhewn to him. 
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Mrs. Orerbury then went to. dreſs. 
« Ophelia,” faid Mrs, Alwin, © if you 
b will ſtay and entertain Lord Ellars, 
cc I will go and dreſs. My Lord, you 
&« will dine with us.“ He bowed; and 
After Ophelia had defired ſhe would ſend 
Helen down, Mrs. Alwin retired. 
The maid immediately brought the 
child, and Ophelia fat down with her 
on the ſofa, Ellars immediately ſeated 
himſelf by her, and gazing in her face, 
ſaid, © Now, Miſs Melbourne, I claim 
e your promiſe.” _* What promiſe, 
© my Lord?” ©. You ſaid you would 
give any ching in the world for a 
« letter; and I claim that which in the 
. world i is ; almott the moſt worth hav+ 
* ing.” I am ſure, then, I have it 
© not to beſtow ; therefore you cannot 
have it of me.. Indeed you have; 


6 and you muſt permit me to take it.” 
| He 


vu IE Robs 


He then ſeized the reward he alluded 
to; and Ophelia, bluſhing: exceffively, 
roſe with the child, and ſaid, in a tone 
of anger, For the future I ſhall infiſt 
on my letters being brought #5 my 
© own room ?' e You are not angry ! 
faid he, following her, and taking her 
hand. She withdrew it gravely, with- 
out ſpeaking ; ; and began carelfing the > 
child. “ Deareſt Miſs Melbourne,” 5 
ſaid he, do riot look thus fetious. — -H 
& One ſmile Any thing in the world for 
one ſmile!“ Ho can. you. be fo 
2 extremely ridieulous, my Lord 
bu Very cafily, indeed; there is nothing 
more poſſible.“ Then again taking 
her hand, and {| peaking more ſeriouſly, 
he continued, . You know not, uy 
te amiable end And at this mi 
ment they were, to Ophelia's great 5 
lief, interrupted by Mr. Overbury 4 
bo told n after dinner, that 
ö „ 
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Sir Walter received her refuſal with 
much-regret, and he beligveds a little re> 
ſenzment. : 


„ tal thader, a hackers, 
paſſed over, without any thing material 
occurring. 


N Ophelia ſent another picture to Lady 
Sophia; aſſuring her ſhe was not in the 
leaſt. * | 


- 4 wy 


| Sit Walter came very ſeldom, and 
whaly gave up his ſuit, | 


Tiwe fled, and Ophelia had paſſed 
two months at Okehampton Abbey, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Overbury propoſed 
to return ta the parſonage. Ophelia 
could not bear the idea: and they, who 
perhaps attributed her viſible defire of 

2 ſtaying to a very different cauſe from 
| the 
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the true one, readily conſented that the 
ſnould remain with Mrs. Alwin a month 
or two longer; at the end of Which 


time, Mr. Alwin was obliged to bein 


town to receive a very large legacy; 


and then he and Henrietta were to con- 
vey Ophelia firſt to town, and afeer s 


ſhort 105 . to the dag) 7 


Mchnchoty and wing Ophelia was 


ſeated; with a book alone, the day be- 


fore that fixed for their departure; 
when Lord E ars entered the room. 
He advanced towards her, and taking 


her hand, ſaid, “ You are going then, 


« Mits Melbourne ; ; and it was only by | 


chance I had this opportunity of bid- 
oF ding you adieu! Going, my 


* Lord Y ſaid ſhe,. ©. Lam not- 2 

this month“ Is it poſſible!” re 

plied, Ellars; * your ſervant. told 85 8 
Cs: 3 juſt 
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a, Juſt now, you was going to-morrow he 
©VYou muſt certainly / wifunderſtand 
kim. Mr. and Mrs, Ovetbury go to- 
cimerrew, but 1 ſtay ſome time longer 
«How happy you r“ faid he, | 
aa 3 en BY 
0 J ic ys: 

They were then dente ſew winutes; + 
for as he ſeemed going to fay ſomething 
every ivftant, Ophelia could not ſpeak. 
Still he was Glent, and fighed ſeveral 
times; then riſing haſtily, he #ked if 
Mr. Overbury was at home? She ſaid 
be was in his ſtudy; and 8 29 825 
n to __ to him. > ob 


* 


F< 


"Ophelia my not 50D enden 
what his buſineſs could be with him; 


and having far in anxiety above half an 
hour, ſhe took up her pen, and had 
1 es TOS | let ta Lady Sophia, 

when 
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"CHAPTER II. 
Ee A PERSECUTION. 


I I H ſome agitation, Ophelia fol- 
lowed the footman, who opened 
the library door, and retired. She was: . 
aſtoniſhed to fee Mr, and Mrs. Over- 
- bury, and Mrs. Alwin. Have you 
any commands for me, Sir, ſaid ſhe. 
«© No, my dear, I ſeldom command; 
% but I have an earneſt requeſt to 
« you.” *© Your defires, Sir, may al- 
* ways command me.“ Then, my 
Ye love, I hope you will prove it in 
this inſtance,” ſaid he. Ophelia then 
courteſied in filence. © Sit down by 
me, my love,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury.. 
She did lo, and looked round her with 

73 > tiaud 


* 


—— 
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x timid kind of wonder. Mr. Over- 
bury was ſeated over againſt her. She 
whiſpered- to Mrs. Overbury, © What 
can all this mean?” «© You. wilb 
„ know preſently,” replied ſhe, with » 


oy — _ 4 — * * 
; | þ 2 I 
L : * : i bs. &. þ 4 - 2 * 
. * = 
7 [4 


: 


Mr. nia hate 3 , My 
* love, I am at a loſs in what words to 


«© 


you) are very ſure every ſtep, I take 
relative to you, has your happineſs 
for its object.“ Ophelia here bowed. 


+, - 


N 


He then ſaid, © You ſee, my dear girl, 


« all your friends earneſtly bent on ob- 
taining your conſent to a requeſt you 

cannot reaſonably refuſe; — My 
© Ellars has, with his father 8 leave, 
commiſſioned me to offer you his 
hand, and any part of his fortune. 


* Your heart, my dear, 18 difengaged/?* : 
not anfwers 


He aufe but ſhe coul 
, - 1 


9 


addreſs. you; but, I flatter myſelf, 
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He then dbntinaed; 1 ſhould not have 
© imagined à rejection pollible, had J 
not lately heard you give a determined 
one to an, ny! nearly as eligible. 
© You have too much penetration not 
© to diſtinguiſh Lord Ellars's good qua- 
© lities: and now Ophelia, tell me, 
„Can you make one reaſonable -objec- 
tion? She heſitated, bluſhed, and 
at length ſaid, © You have lately heard 
* mine, Sir, to any match.“ True,“ 
he ſaid; but this I have obviated. An 
© offer ſo generous demands our con- 

«© fidence. Lord Ellars knows all we 
do of you. Nay; my dear, do not be 
© angry ; he is willing to keep your ſe- 
© oret even from Lord Clermont, and 
to wait till you have made all poſſible 
J effarts to find your relations. Should 
2 ſueceed, he will abide by your 
#:deciſion : ſhould you not, he aſks 

JP 'your — and even fejects the 
St l 
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little we ean do for you Now, my 
dear, e er eee n 


. po 
4 - 3 * _ * 1 «+ * So % 0 "x => ” ff . 


Ophelia wept Ini filence. - 3 Does 


« this diftreſs/you, my love?” ſaid Mrs 
Overbury. «© We aſk-not your poſinve WH 
4. promiſe, my dear girl; let him'try 

« to' render himſelf agreeable to you. 
„Give him but this chance: : it 18 all. 

« 1 requeſt.” C2 230-214 6 eee 


n 
” * 3 T "rÞ- 5 


n 
— * 
eee, 
5 * 8 N 
8 12 
5 


4 : My oy » 4 1 5 , L : 
* * > * * * $4 : 35 * : 3 4 14 2 


Lord Ellars then entered. He knelt 
to her. Ophelia exclaimed, Riſe, my 
© Lord! — Oh Heavens! — Henrietta, 
« affift me ! I cannot conſent. Mrs. 
Overbury ſaid, “ Ophelia, I am quite 
diſpleaſed with you ! not one fenfible 
*. objection ! What do you give us 
room to ſuppoſe !” At laſt he d, —_— 
« Allow me time to. conſider. Why Ml 
<am1 to be thus hurried ? thus cruellß | 
4 berſuaded?ꝰ Oh, my Henrietta _— 
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© who. are always ſo gentle, pity me F: 
© Go with me to my chamber, that FE 
may compole my ſpirits.“ They re- 
tired together; and Ophelia, throwing 
berſelf on the bed, wept with bitter 
neſs. Mrs. Abvin then ſaid, „My 
dear Ophelia, how childiſn is all 
« this! Have you an averſion to Lord 
« Ellars ?” © No,” ſighed Ophelia, 
from a heart almoſt breaking. How 
6 ſimple then is your behaviour,” re- 
plied Mrs. Alwin. What muſt we 
% ſuppoſe? ' A diſengaged heart can- 
c not ſhew. ſuch diſlike to an amiable 
% man.“ Oh Henrietta! anſwered 
ſhe, -* how ene ! how cruel l Diſ- 


< treſſed as I am, do not diſtract me by 


< ſuch; reproaches! Leave me, Hen- 
| a rietta. I thought, when you ſaw my 
9 real reluctance, vou at- leaſt would 
pity me!; Oh my Sophia! added 
Ge, claſpi (ping; her hands, and. riſing with 


inimitable | 


"$55 Wu 


% 
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inimitable grace, thy kindred, ſpirit” 

© could ſoothe me at this moment with 
« its conſtant ſympathy ! Oh that you, 
ſweet girl, could ſee the miſery of 

your Ophelia, and pour into my 

heart that balm of conſolation which 

theſe cruel, yet kind friends 2 0 

C 


oy * & „ 


* 


Mrs. Alwin, affected by this fond 
apoſtrophe, embraced and left her. 
Ophelia remained for ſome time in the 
deepeſt meditation; then riſing, ſne 
exclaimed, * Yes, I will overcome my- 
© ſelf: 1 will devote my life to miſery, 

l rather than declare my fatal attach- 
< ment. It is done then.— Oh, adored 
„ Belvour ! of thee. 1 muſt think no 
mor. 954 /⁹F ² D nk Rs 


* 


Ophelia deſcended the ſtairs, and en- 
tered the library. Lord Ellars toak- 
3 4 * | : ky | her 


r 
9 
. 1 
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ber hand. Averting her face, ſhe with 
drew it. Am 1,” ſaid he, „ hateful 
„. to you?“ No, my Lord,” replied 
Ophelia ; I am not fo unjuſt: I hate 
vou hot. Here ſhe ſighed, and, go- 
ing to Mrs. Overbury, "threw herſelf. 
into her arms. I come, my beſt. 
friend, ſaid ſhe, © to do as you would 
have me. I conſent, on the condi- 
© tions propoſed, to receive my Lord 
„ Ellars's viſits. His Lordſhip knelt, 
and kiſſed her hand in ſilence. Yet 
hear me, my Lord,” continued ſhe, 
riſing with dignity, if after you hear 
© my propoſals you ſtill with to. addreſs 
me, I will conſent that you oo | 
I cannot promiſe you my heart: 
rebels againſt the dictates of my rea- 
1 ſon : and though I moſt truly efteem 
you, I do not teel for you that pre-- 
<-ferable affection I would wiſh the- 
8 N ola OE" to Poſſeſs,” I therefore 
- "CE: - 


* 


42 make you ho promiſe. If it thould | 
happen that, at · tlie end ef year, I 
« fill feel the ſame repugnance to. 
60 marry you which I do at preſent, 3 
6 thall ſtil be at Hberty to refuſe you 
21 bar all particularity of behaviour : 


let us ve, as 'we have dene; "like 


t friends. I will do all that I can in 
4 endeavouring to eee Sa e 
Stance, and to give 
8 heart: but if I odd nor Wöbcbadd. 
« you will. have no right to reproach. 
© me. Now, my Lord, if you cannot 
promiſe me chis, I abſokitely" reject 
« your offer, and muſt be, in this in- 
© ſtance, my own miſtreſs: And Oh,“ 
continued ſhe, kneeling, © my deareſt 
© friends, do ot call me obſtinate. Do. 
© not fay I am rebellious. Jou do e 
© know-how much 1 yield to your 1 
© fluence.” Mrs. Overbury raiſed 11 
© embraced her. Your anſwer, my 
oy 8 Lord?“ 
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1 Lord ? ſaid He neee her 
tears at the ſame tune... 


2 


. e Ellars 1 « 1 r 
6 embrace theſe conditions: | Sweet 
6 Ophelia; believe me I would not 


. continue my addreſs, did I not hope; 


* ſince your heart is diſengaged, | my 


Fe love, my gratitude, my attentions, 
£ may in time remove this reluctance. 


< If they do not, from me you have 
4 nothing to fear.” Mr: and Mrs. 


ace ther e them both, 


and thanked Ophelia for, her reſolution. 
But alas! they knew not the: pangs it 
had colt her! £ 


— 


Mr. — 1 We 8 aid. with 
* two or three days, and then took. 


5 leave of Devonkhirg and bent * 


| Ophelia 


LUMLEY-HOUSE. 5 a © - 


Ophelia now in earneſt endeavoured 
to overcome a paſſion ſhe had hitherto 
indulged. She wrote to Sophia, in- 
forming her of this unexpected occur- 
rence, and deſiring her never to mention 
her brother's name. She locked up 
his picture, and the bracelets of his hair: 
ſhe went no more to her favourite re- 
ceſs; - no more indulged herſelf in 
thinking of him. Ophelia began to 
liſten to Lord Ellars with complacency: 
ſhe ſpoke more in his company than at 
any other time; gave him every op- 
portunity of ſhining, and credit for all 
he did to pleaſe her. They played and 
ſung together: — but her drawings re- 
minded her too much of Lord Belvour; 
and they were all put away. Lord 
Ellars and Ophelia frequently read to- 
gether; and theſe parties often recalled 
the _ of Lumley-Houſe to her | 
memory. 15 
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e day Mrs. Alwin, Ophelia, and 


Lord Ellars were together; and he had 


been reading Akenſide's Pleaſures of 
Imaginatien to them. They com- 


mented” a white on che delights that 
faculty beſtowed; and Mrs. Alwin. 


filed at what the called their flights; 
when Eltars, raking out © his pencil, 
wrote on ua piece of paper, and handed 
* to Ophelia, She found it contained 
ce nen Unes : 
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4 3 4 - > 
# # 4 ”& & &- 
4 1 3 " 
; A ſ 
| „ OPHELIA. 011519968 


| Imagination, ſuffer d to We hg, mn 


And all th* affections of the ſoul to guide, | 
Fondly to diſtant fcenes and proſpe&ts roves, 
And ſhews each form the OE boſom 


joe. e ee eee 
i then hs W nagel, of her dreamy is 

ſhewn, _ 

And trembling Reaſon ſhakes upon her 


throne. 
*Tis then before us Fame and Fortune Rand, 
And the world's empire courts our graſping 


hand. 
Nay more: 1 prove her, \ viſions ; moſt 
„ untrue, e 


She bids me hope for Tendernefs from You! 
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* 


His Lordſhip watched her while me 
read theſe lines, with the moſt carneſt 
attention. Ophelia ſighed that it was 


vot in her power to anſwer him as he 


wiſhed and deſerved ; but ſhe gave a 


ſmile : and he immediately flew to her, 
ſeized her hand, hung over her chair, 
and engaged her in converſation, in a 
low voice. This occaſioned Mrs. Al- 
win to leave the room, laughing at them 
— . 


It was uſually in this manner that 


their converſations ended. But all the 


endeavours of Ophelia to love Lord 
Ellars were in vain: the ſtruggle was 
the means of i impairing her health. She 


grew pale and thin; and was ſo viſibly. 


indiſpoſed, that, while they were fitting 
one day, Mrs. Alwin ſaid to her huſ- 
_ Mr. Alwin, I wiſh you would 


go to town without me: I have a 
( ſcheme 


— 


— 7 
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ct ſcheme i in my head, which cannot 
10 execute if we go to ondon ſo ſoon 
er as We. intended.“ Hut ſtill, my 
0 dear; ſaid hept: a is no neceſſity 

© that I ſhould go without you: I can 


delay my journey. But what is your 
plan??? Why, my dear,” replied 


ſhe, “ Ophelia looks ſo pale, that, I 
e think, the beſt thing we can do, will 
4 be to whirl her to Briſtol, and | try 
« what the waters will do to reſtore 
« ker em.“ % 19 ripen ene, 


? 
a 


25 The waters!” Laid Lo Ellars! We 


a good deal of aſtoniſnhment. Good 


Heavens! continued he, do your 


two think her ill?' „No,“ anſwer- 
ed Mrs. Alwin, „ do not; but I am 
© much afraid ſhe will ſoon be !*? Then 
faid ſhe; to Ophelia, Should you like 
„ ſuch. a jaunt, my dear girl?“ TO 
which ſhe replied, I ſhould be very 
toy” 
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5 ſorry to octaſion fo much trouble: 


e bebe e n 


was unuſually low that morning; and 
we ſtarting tear would contradict her 
words. But you are not very well, 
ſaid Mrs. Alwin, “and moreover, long 
for ſuch à party. My dear,“ ſaid 


me to her huſband, Will you give us 
„ yaur-conſent?”  *T will, with ny 


heart, ſaid Mr. Alwin; and I ſha] 
contrive matters, ſo as to accompany 
vou for a month or two.“ But then, 


„ what will Mrs. Overbury ſay ?” faid 


Ophelia. Oh, returned Mirs. Alwin, 
< wilt anſwer for her conſent: and it 
C we ſtay one month at Briſtol, L think 
e may paſs the two next in Lon- 


don, and ſtill get into the country 
about the delightful ſpring.” © Juſt 
4 ſo,“ ſaid Lord Ellars; and thus we 


* ſhall e the winter * more 
| +: 2g pleaſantly 
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& { dias; than, in this gloomy Ab- 
C bey, where one Expe&s every mo- 
« ment to meet a thouſand ghoſts! — 


« We'!” replied Mrs. Alwin, laughing; 


but you muſt aſk. Ophelia's conſent; to 
« that. My dear, ſaid ſhe to Ophelia, 
„may Lord Ellars go with us?“ To 
which Miſs Melbourne anſwered, 6 In- 
*deed, J have no right to object to 
i your friends, Ma'am,” „wich an air of 


gravity. . You certainly would not be 


« fo cruel?” exclaimed Ellars, * as ma 
leave me here l Ophelia replied, 
My Lord, you know it is infringing 


es the e to ſhew any particula- 


„ rity to me.” Well then, my 
* Lord,” ſaid Ms. | Alwin « fince we 
are ſtill ſo reſerved, you know Briſtol 
* is free; and you may follow us. 


Ophelia looked ſomewhat difpleaſed 2 
this; but Ellars tried ſo earneſtly to re- 
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A DISPU TE. 


IN packing up her cloaths, it became 
neceſfary hv Ophelia ſhould. open 


the bureau where ſhe had depofited Bel- 


vour's picture, &c. With an aching 
beart ſhe turned the key, and averting 
her face, took out the little parcel ſne 


had made, intending to depofit it inthe - 


private drawer of a cabinet the always 
carried with her; but in conveying it 
acrofs the room, the firing which the 


| held it by broke, and the contents fell 
to the ground. Ophelia took them up 
one by one; ſeveral drawings, ſome. 


verſes, the bracelets, and at length the 


letter. Her eye caught thoſe words, 
D 2 _ 1 feel 


+ -F_ 
A: 


— . W * 
* 


| " How ill do I perform 8a 


= 
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<6 J feel too aſſuredly, death only can 
« divide it!“ and ſhe burſt into tears. 
Then taking up the piture—** One 
« laſt look!“ ſaid ſhe; “ it is not yet 
<« criminal to gaze on thee thus! Ah, 
« how ſweet a privilege have I given 
© up! Dear inanimate ſhade ! one tear 


.** ſhed on thee is ſweeter than all the 


6 


„* 


aſſiduities of the amiable Ellars !— 

promiſe ! 
Beloved portrait, farewell Seducive 
form of him I love, adicu for er! 


* 


Lo 


. ſhe placed the WR 
remembrances in the drawer. le 
emotions of her heart became too ſtrong 
to bear; and rhrow ing herſelf Into a 
chair, the e ir tears. 


— 


F 
8 
17: 


4 4 $i 


She had n not fat 1 ere the upd 


| herſelf claſped in the ar nis of Lord El- 
| lars. 2 My love! 1 oY exclaimed, 


are 


* 
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ee are wa in ? „ Hob is ches my 
Lord! what brings you to my apart- 
ment? * Do not be offended,” ſaid MM 
he; “e tell me why you weep?” Ex- 
cuſe me, my Lord; and, I pray you, 
© leave me.” © How have I offended ! 
Ophelia, you'are.unkind ! you have 
cc no confidence in me; what would T 
not tell you!” Ob, my Lord, it- 
vou had any delicacy, you would leave 
ame: gracious Heaven l you knpw not 
| © how you axe injuring yourſelf ! leave 
me, I entreat you.“ No,” replied 
| he, „I will not leave you. - Ophelia, : 


| 1 you uſe me ill! T My Lerd, I ap- 
L © peal to your own heart, whether vou 
| do not infringe the conditions pro- | 
* poſed ? Why will you interrupt me? 
© you make me fincerely” angry? — 
2 <« Miſs Melbourne, is it poffible yo 
| WH © can be ſo unreafonable! may I not 
: ot naturally wiſh to know what affects 
4 20 2 8 f D 3 1 „ 8 
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you? But I peroeive it all; you fate 


*K me] Lou receive my viſits only to 
* oblige your friends; the eſteem you 
« have profeſſed for me you - do not 
2 “ „ 


Mrs. Alwin zuſt entering, axclelives, 
„ Heavens! what is the matter 2” — 


* Only,” ſaid Qphela, © Lord Ellars | 
thinks himſelf authorized to come in- 

to my dteſſing-r without leave, 
- * to infiſt on my telling him why 1 


© weep, and to reproach me with du | 
r plicity. © Is this fo, my Lord?“ 
1lazd Mrs. Alwin. I have been very 


wrong,“ faid he; I found Ophelia 
in tears, I wiſhed to know their cauſe, 


< and I have behaved extremely ill; 
0 parden me, ſweet girl; L will offend 
«£ ſo ho more.“ * 1 warned you, my 


« Lord,“ faid Ophelia, « you were 
E doing | yourſelf injury. Leave me 


& no-. 
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e now, that I may confider of my fu- 
* ture conduct towards you. Oh, you 
e know not at what a moment you ir 

5 0 e me; nor will . ever.“ 

"5g Mes, Alwin | Soi : al at- Ophelia * 
deeply affected at ſomething, took El- 
lars away: and our heroine ſat down tod 

eonſider whether ſhe ſhould not break | 
did not find him fo much is fault as ſhe 
imagined. The moment in which this 

brulee happened had made her feel it 
more ſeverely. In the midſt of her res 
fic&jons-on: Belvour, to be treated un- 
kindly by the man fer whom ſhe hae 
ſacrificed her love of him, was ok 

mortifying: but he knew net her 

thoughts; and therefore though at beſt 
be had been but impetyous, ſhe went 
dow ſtairs, and with lie ſolipitation 
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all day low - pirited and abſent, and even 


her favourite Helen failed” to amuſe 


her. 


* 
i j 
5 & 


The next morning. they bade adieu 
to the Abbey, and reached Briſtol the 
ſecond day. Lord Ellars ſoon followed 


them: and after a fortnight's refidence, 
which had been of great ſervice to Ophe- 
| Ha, ſhe received an. epiſtle from Lady 


Sophia, containing, in one part of it, 
W words: 

& 1 "TINT to hear the mild air and 
the waters of Briſtol have been of ſo 


much ſervice to the health and ſpirits 
© of my beloved Ophelia. May every 


plan intended to aſſiſt your happineſs, 


© be followed by the ſame ſucceſs !— 


Flying rumours have reached all this 


« family of my Lord Ellars's attentions. 
He will no doubt follow you to Lon- 


<p» 3 0 4 dan; 


« 


as a meeting with you ſo much earlier 


is a heart it will ſo ſeverely pain—a- 
heart dearer'to me'than my own, that 
J can ſcarcely wifh it. You have wiſcly | 
and properly forbade my ſpeaking on 


read in every line, has been u painfuf | 
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don; and then, my love; you will in- 
troduce him to us. Yes, we are pre. 
paring to viſit that much talked of | = 
ſeat of delight; and you will alſo viſit. 9 
it then for the firſt time. What fhall 
" 1 ſay, my ever beloved > Shalk I tell 
you I perfectly rejoice in this ? Happy 


N 


than I expected will make me, there 


* this ſubject, and l obey. If you can 

© contrive ſo as not to wound that heart. 
© am ſure you will. My noble, my he- 

* roic: friend, how truly do I enjoy your 

© virtues! The conqueſt of yourſelf E 


© one; it will ſoon be completed, and 
* you will chan Warpe 


Dz <a 
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„ Ah,” thought Ophelia, as ſhe read 
this letter, to what new trials am I 
« expoſed! Some unforeſeen misfor- 
tune counteracts all my endeavours 
< to do right? Alas ! muſt I live to 
«© ſee Belvour and Ellars on the ſame 
« ſpot; and diſguifing what I feel for 
e the one, pay all my attention to the 
% other I—Ah, dear, ſtill dear Henry ! 
how bitter muſt be your preſent fecl- 
* ings! You know not my heart; you 
believe that I love another. This 
„ completes my misfortunes “? | 
Her determination was ſoon made, 
and it was to avoid meeting Belvour as. 
much as poſſible, ſhould no kind chance 
intervene to prevent their being in town 
at the fame time. She wrote the fol- 
lowing to Sophia 
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© The wounds in my heart (never 
' cloſed) now bleed afreſh !' Ak, So- 
' Phia, ſhall I be able to meet Belvour” 
© with indifference? Ves; the ſacrifice 
ſhall be complete; and mould the re- 
lations I may hereafter find give their” 
- conſent, oh, my friend, 1 will not⸗ 
rob the amiable Ellars of the hope IL 
have given him. Deareſt Sophia, how. 
ill! deſerved are your partial commen- 
dations! How much do I owe to 2 
your conſtant attention! your ſympa--” : 
6 thy ! your love! Nature framed. our 
© hearts to be friends, but Fortune 3 
4 termined we ſhould never be ſiſters! 
© Was I not preſumptuous, my love o 
© hope I could be yours! Alas! I ani, 
© I fear, doomed to be ever unhappy ; 85 
but yeur kind affection will never fail 
- © to ſoothe every grief. 1 doubt not It, - 
© will prove as conſtant as it was wal 78 © = 
© formed, = 
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4 Oh, 1 nde and with pride repeat, 
© The rapid ꝓrogreis mach our friendſhi as 
ee knew 
. Even at the firſt, with willing hearg v. we: 
RET. © met, 5 3 
7 © And ere the 1 root v was fixed the branches 


} 
* 


5 c grew. 


She continued on various ſubjects 


8 through a long letter; and after a fort- 


night longer ſpent at Briſtol, they all 
prepared for London. Ellars was ſtill 
to follow them. Ophelia knowing that 
all the Clifford family were already there, 
doubted not but a dauble marriage 

would ſoon take place, and dreaded an 
invitation ta be preſent. 1 


The day at length arrived ; and 
they ſet off for town in the ſame order 


bey had come to Briftol ; and reached 
London the third 8 h 


A h- Ophelia's 


that ſplendid and opulent city. The 


number of carriages, the noiſe and con- 


fuſion, at firſt turned her giddy; but 


ſhe ſoon recovered, and extremely ad- 
mired the order and regularity of the 


ſhops, which. appear to great advantage 
by candle-hght.. © She was; not {© mu ch 


aſtoniſhed at the profuſion of riches | 
every window diſplayed, as might have 


been imagined : her extenſive reading, 


and her having ſeen Briſtol, raiſed her 


ideas pretty nearly equal to the reality. 


A friend had provided them with a ready 


which was more convenient for Mr. Al- 


win's buſineſs in town, than any othe®: 
part; and they were ſet down at their 


door about ſeven o'clock. They imme 


diately 
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Ophelia s thoughts were now a while 
diſengaged from their uſual train. She 
ſaw with pleaſure, for the firſt time, 
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diately ordered tea; and while it was 

preparing, they amuſed themſelves by 

looking over the houſe, which was neat. 
and convenient. i 


After tea, Ophelia: wrote a note to: 
Sophia, merely to ſay ſhe was come; 
and to beg, if poſſible, Lady Sophia 
would wave etigneite, and come to her. 

in the morning, as ſhe was fatigued with 
Her journey, and not very well. This 

was partly a pretence to avoid going, | 


-_ partly real. 
| 3 . | 55 
£174 6 Clifford, fay- 


= ing ſhe would have the honour of pay. 
8 ing her reſpects to her as ſoon as _—_ 
_ | | 


M8 1 hey went early to bed; and Ope- 
| Ha was not much delighted to exchange 
wer ä apartment in the country, 
5 decorated 


4 


1 
* 
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decorated with jars of flowers, and. 
looking into a moſt ſpacious garden, 
for a ſmall room, in a ;, 0auly firect, in. 


She flept, however, tolerably well; 
and riſing in the morning before the reſt 3 
of the family, ſhe ſeated herſelf at the | iS 
window very quickly, to obſerve the 1 
carriages. For ſome little time this 
amuſed her extremely well; but when 
the novelty wore off, ſhe ſoon became 
tired, and very gladly met her friends. 
in the breakfaſt parlour. 


After they. had 0 their de- 
jeune, Ophelia went into the drawing 
room, where there was a piano- forte; 
and although ſhe did not much like this 
inſtrument, yet it was better than none, 
as neither her books or lute were come; 


and 


F *5Z34 
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and as ſhe was playing and finginga fim- fin 
ple Italian air, which begi ins 


© Oxel che d'amore, i chiamai 15 fore, 


ſhe heard footſteps on the ſtairs ; ; but 
concluding it. was Mr. Alwin, ſhe 
did not turn her head; and was in 
ftantly claſped in the arms of her dear 
Sophia 


* heir mutual] joy at meeting may by 
Tome be conceived ; but words could 
not expreſs it ! Every look, every mo- 
tion in hearts ſo tuned, faid a thouſand | 
ſweet and affectionate things. Oh, 
what enviable moments of- heartfelt 
bliſs! Moments, which are only given 
to thoſe boſoms who can feel ! every 
one of which would compenfate for 
ages of woe ; and is more ſweet to me- 
ory than Youy: of common Joy * 205 
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CHAPTER v. 


A SURPRIZ E. 


TH E two amiable friends fat in con- 
verſation, which more than once 
drew tears from each; though they | 
ſtrove not to recur to very intereſting | 
ſubjects. At length, Sophia, in a timid! 
voice, ſaid, Ophelia, may I aſk, if 
“ Lord Ellars be here?” He is not, 
replied Ophelia; © but q chis reſef ve, 
Sophia! can you not read my heart?“ 
& Quite well,“ replied Sophia. And 
thoſe two words, ſo ſimple, yet ſo ex- 
preſſive, melted them both into tears. 


Ophelia 
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Ophelia firſt recovered her cheerful- 
vel. and ſaid, „ The amiable Ellars. 
« follows us. You will admire him, I 
« am ſure; he is very handſome and 
« pleaſing; - e | She HP ond 
fo did vos: 


Sophia s now roſe to go. Will you 
« not ſtry a little longer W ſaid Ophe- 
lia. © T'cannot no, replied Sophia; 
I believe i it is late,” Then looking a 
her watch. Bleſs me, paſt two!” faid 
me, and 1 muff call on Lady Clifford 

+. before I g hope ro dreſs. Does ſhe- 
5 nom vou dj in town?” Tes, 

' replied c Dpbeit; << 1 wiſh to ſee ber; 

but I dd not 3 when it will be 

< convenient.” Sophia looked at her 

a moment ; and then ſaid, in a low- 

voice, They are generally engaged 

from two to four: my brother calls 

* there at. that time:; ſeldom dines, and 

never 


*. 
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never ſpends his evenings chere. 1 
*. thank you,” replied Ophelia, with a 
= bluſh and a deep ſigh ; for before this, 
Tz they had not mentioned Belvour; * will 
* % you be kind enough to tell them 1 
will call in the morning?“ And 
vhen, ' ſaid Sophia, will you come 
to me?” Whenever you think it 
proper to ſend for me,” | replied 
Ophelia. Well then,” ſaid Sophia, 
© dine with me to-morrow. Tou leave 
Lady Clifford, I ſuppoſe; early in the 
morning; I ſhall be at home all day. 
% And alone?“ ſaid Ophelia. Les, 
© entirely, replied Sophia; the reſt of 
the family dine out. I ſhall be at my 
toilet about two; but if you will ex- 
'© cufe that, I will give orders to admit 
pon. © ou are infinitely kind, 
* faicd Ophelia; ; * and if you are ſure I do 
not prevent more agrecable) engage- 
« ments, I will come.“ How can 
1 g | "2,08 Foul 
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©. you talk ſo l' replied Sophia; * deareſt 
*-gitl, do not you know 1 love you bet 
ter than almoſt any perſon in the 1 
world? Come as early as you can from 
« Harley-ſtreet.” She - then —— 
ker, and: went nn f 


Ophelia could not AY weeping after 
ſhe was gone. Mrs. Alwin came in pre- 
ſently, and ſaid ſhe withed to be intro- 
duced to Lady Sophia but did not 
chuſe to interrupt them. She remarked 
that Ophelia s uſual melancholy was in- 
creaſed, and aſked if ſhe had heard any 
thing unpleaſant? Ophelia anſwered = 
ſlightly, No; and then told Mrs. Alwin _—_— 
of her engagement for the next day; 


who kindly faid, my was s her own mif- 
trels. | 12 11 01 2 11 
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Alter dinner, the remainder of theie 
zuggage came; and they der all 
| you IR in e eee 1 


In theo wenig Rabel Elars ade 
He ſtaid ſupper with them; and Ophe- 
lia had never ſeen him more agreeable, 
When he role to take leave, he aſked 
her when he ſhould have the honour of 
introducing Lord Clermont to her, and 
named the next day. She anſwered, ſhe 
was engaged for the whole of it. He 
looked rather diſconcerted; and ſhe 
mentioned the day after, without pat- 
ticularizing the hour. He did not aſk 
Her whither ſhe was going; nor did ſhe 
chuſe to tell him. He then left them ; 
promiſing Mrs. Alwin to drink tea with 
her the next evening. 


Ophelia dreſſed early next morning; | 
and before twelve o'clock, ſtepped into 
F a hired | 
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She found in Lady Clifford's drefling- 
room, herſelf, Lady Eugenia, and Lady 
Clara, who was ſtill on a viſit to them. 
The Counteſs roſe, and embraced her; 
and ſhe returned her kindneſs with grate- 
ful reſ] ſpect: but approaching Lady Eu- 


genia, Ophelia was furprized to be re- f 
ceived with a half-courteſy, and « I 
« hope you are well, Ma'am !” Miſs 


Melbourne inſtantly recovered: herſelf, 
and returned the compliment with a nox- 
chalance, that, in her turn, diſconeerted 
Lady Eugenia. She then ſpoke to Lady 
_ and was n bo 


o 


After a e of en half: an 


hour, Lady Clifford preſſed Ophelia to 
| take oF her cloak; to which'ſhe rephed, 
that 


74 2585 
a Hired Chir, which Mr. Alwin's fer- 
yant attended to Lord Clifford?s houſe 
in Harley-ftreet. On ſending in her 
name, ſhe was immediately admitted. 
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that ſhe'could not ſtay, as ſhe was en- 
gaged to dine with Lady Sophia Ray- 
mond. Indeed!“ ſaid Lady Clif- 
© ford; © that then was the reaſon of her 
<< refuſing to come here to-day. Yeſ-_ 
<< terday, when ſhe called, the Marquis 
« ſaid, he and the Duke were going out 
&« for the whole day; and I wiſhed So- 
e phia to dine here; but ſhe ſaid ſhe 
ce could not.” She told me,” ſaid, 
0 phelia, that ſhe ſhould be quite alone ; ; 
and therefore 1 promiſed to dine with 
her. Well, my love,” ſaid Lady 
4 Clifford, „ and when will you come to 
| = * me?” Tour Ladyſhip, replied 
= Ophelia, e$ extremely obliging ; ; but 
« really I have it not in my power to 
© name any particular day : Mrs. Al- 
win will think me unkind if I leave 
11-4 her continually. . Nay!“ anſwered 
- Lady Clifford, “ but you have been a 
< long time with Mrs. Alwin, and we 
have 


— 
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_ n ſeen. you this age paſt 


«c Come, 1. ww not refuſe me for 
* to-morrow.” 


- 


row I cannot poſſtbly come out; for 


J promiſed to receive a viſit, without | 


x 
* naming any hour; and conſequently 
1 


muſt confine myſelf till that is over 1 
* which very Fam will not he till 


the evening,”  - Pfſha !“ ſaid Lady 


Clifford, * leave word that you waited 


till you was tired!!! By no means}? 
faid Ophelia, ſmiling, muſt 1 do that; 
* fince it would be to offend where I 


* with to oblige.” Pray, ſaid Lady 
Llifford, with an expreflive ſmile, © is 
„ Lord Ellars in toun?“? He is, 
urin 2 0 and 
drinks tea with Mrs. Alwin to-day. 
% To-day'!” ſaid Lady Clifford, “and 
gan Ot Surely, ſaid Ophelia; 


anſwered Ophelia, 


he is a particular favourite with both 
Vor. III. 8 E C Mr. 
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<1 am extremely 
ſorry, faid Ophelia ; but to-mor- 
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Mr. and Mrs. Alwin. But may I alk, 
© is he of your Ladyſhip's acquaintance?” 
No,“ replied Lady Clifford; I 
* have ſeen him once or twice in * 
1 lic; but the honour of an introd 
ee tion to him I muſt requeſt from Wr, 
e is a charming young man,” ſaid 
Lady Clara, and we all envy you, 
Miſs Melbourne!“ << Alas?” thought 
Ophelia, „chere is little reaſun!“ She 
did not anſwer; but roſe-to go. , Tou 
&< will not then fix when I may have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you?“ | ſaid 
Lady Clifford. 5: Stay ;—to-morrow, 
you ſay, you are engaged; but che 
next day; poſitively, Ophelia, I will 
c take no denial; and that you may 
* not have any excuſe, preſent my belt | 
compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Al. 
win, and ſay chat I beg they will ac. 
company you. I long to be ac- 
00 carat e them. Any other 
r * enen 
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3 friend you will bring, Lihall be happy 
« to ſee. Come early; we dine gene- 
rally about four.“ I will certainly 
© deliver your Ladyſhip's meſſage, faid 
Ophelia; and doubt not of its being 

: eee She then took. eu Tho 
T 5 
Locks: Clifford Sm pin to rb 
ſtairs-head. In the hall ſhe met Lord 
Oſmond-: he paid his compliments with 
his uſual politeneſs, and ſaid, © Thave  _M 
been turned out to-day; Miſs Mel-. = 
<« bourne, that I might not interrut 8 
« your tete-a-tete. Sophia inſiſted on 
my leaving her: ſhe is alone, and 

s very impatient for your arrival.” He 

then handed her to her chair, and wiſhed. 

her a good mornings 2 it So a 
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| "She was ae carried to the 
Duke's houſe in Cavendiſnh- Square; and 
9 gave orders to her ſervant to bring a 7 
EEE 2 chair 3 3 
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chair, ucilefs Mr. Alwin could ſpare the 
coach for her in che evening. 22 5 


f A 8 ſhewed PRES, the draw- 
ing room, and preſently returned witly 
Sophia's woman; who opened the door 

of her Lady's dreſſing- room, where ſhe 
was fitting at the glaſs, * Came in, 

« my dear Ophelia,” ſaid Sophia; yo 

will excuſe my receiving you here; 
< Miller will ſoon have finiſhed my 

& hair.” Ophelia ſat down; and So- 
Phia ſaid, „I expected you before; 

, you have made a long viſit in Har- 
4e ley-ftreer !” Not very long, re- 

plied Ophelia; I did not go till paſt 
twelve, and now it is not two. 

4% Pray,” aid Sophia, „how was you 
<6 received; that is, was there nothing 
4 particular?” Oh yes, anſwered 

Ophelia, fmiling, particular enough . 

6 but of chat . Do you know, 


1 I bave 
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received ſo preſſing an invitation for 


Thurſday, after I had refuſed for to- 


© morrow, that 1 ſhall not be able to 


my friends, as many as chuſe to ; 


© and no doubt they will go.? What, 
« all le. faid Sophia. Mr. and Mrs: 


Alwin, replied Ophelia s 1 ſhall de- 


© liver the meſſage only to them It 
«© is lucky, taid Sophia, vc you c, 
cc not go to-morrow, for a reaſon I will 
© tell you by- and- by. But if it is not 
© impertinent, what might r e 
„ ment be? Impertinemd ex 
ce us Sophia, how: 2x0 
« you talk ſo! Lord Eltars has promiſed 
to introduce Lord Clermont to Ward 
« Clifford this 2? faid Sep x Nos! 
* really,” anſwered Ophelia; ILWas 
8 ſufficiently | . When doing 
* that. * i 
E111 „ 
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7 
Buy this time, Miller was diſmiſſed; 
and Sophia told Ophelia that they were 
all going to dine in Harley: ſtreet the 
next day; but that on Thurſday, botli 
Oſmond and Belvour were going out 


on à party; and therefore, added 


S & © © 


3 


It may eafily be imagined how they 
ſpent the whole day, and the topics 
they choſe. Belvour's name was care - 
fully avoided: but they converſed on 


the ſtrange incident which had placed 


Ophelia under the care of Mr. Over- 
bury, and of the change in Lady Eu- 
genia's manners; which Sophia ſaid ſhe 


had imagined would take place, as ſne 


knew Lady Clara had long been ſtriving 
to prejudice the wavering Eugenia 


againſt both herſelf! and Ophelia. She 


added, 


7 8 
bk. i L 
* 4 af 


4 
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| added, cc her mind! is ſo weak, and the E 
« has fo little ſtability, that 2 is no 
«very difficult nate, to > preyaul upon 


„ f * 


ct her to give up. a favourite. opinion: 


e added to which, "the Has a narrownels 


ce of mind, which makes her hate to : 


« be excelled. Lady Clara has found 
e out this; and worked her up to be⸗ 


e lieve (what indeed is very true) that 
* where you are ſhe is not taken 263 


« tice or 15 2 


5 conſequence of this i con- 
18d Sophia, fe, Lady Eugenia wiſhes 


- 1 


& to break off your acquaintance z 
though the ſtill has, I think, a re- 
4 gard for you: and did you think ” 


t. 


© worth while to ſpeak to her abour i 


c am certain the would be unable to 
< refute you your uſual influence over 
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* her: but, all "Yung pondering, k 8 
80 think } It is not.” 8 


"W )phelia could. not "belp. believing 
that Sophia had ſtated the caſe juſtly ; 
and ſighed for the fate of Belvour, who 


was doomed to be united, to ſuch a wo- 


man! 


She ſtaid ſupper with . and 


detween eleven and twelve ſhe returned 
home in Mr. Alwin's coach. 


She found Lord Ellars iN i in Parla- 


ment- ſtreet. He ſaid he ſhould have 


done himſelf the hononr to come and 


fetch her, had he not feared it would 


have been deemed an intruſion. - She 


© thanked him, faying ſhe. came home 


very fate, P oY a5; 2 
Lord 
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CHAPTER VI. 
AMUSEMENT. 


Of HE LI A then delivered her ec: 

ſage to Mr. and Mrs. Alwin; and, 
after a little heſitation, ga — to 
accept of 1 it. 


Y 


About ſeven o'clock the next even- 
ing, their viſitors arrived; and Lord 
Clermont was everally introduced to 
them. His Lordſhip took hold of the 
hand of Ophelia with a tenderneſs that 
ſeemed highly to gratify his ſon, and 
was not unpleafing to herſelf. El- 
« hrs,” ſaid he, after gazing on her 


iy ſore. moments, c you have not de- 
4 ceived 
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ns; ceired me e; I certainly ſhall truſt 

c your account another time. Why 1 
c inſtead of exaggerating, you have vp 

not half done juſtice® to Miſs Mel- - 
Bourne; but I believe you was 
« /jn:the right; for, inſteack of being, 

Jas I feated, diſappointed, I find her 
An infinitely more charming than I AO 
formed any idea of? WE, ee 
199 fi bed a hocalnsb Fas + pag: 
Lord Clermont, tow: addrefſed: Miſs : 
Melbourne in the following manner: 
* Jam an odd old man, my dear 
young: lady; but I proteſt I love you 

nheartily : and if you can return it, 

< ſay ſo; and we will leave that young 
« gentleman to find a wife where he 
cant So,“ ſaid Lord Ellarsy * I 
have been introducing a rival! i a 

* _ fortunate; upon _ word... 
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Biel Clermont ſeated himſelf next to- 
1 Ophelia, and made love to her, as he 
Phbraſed it, all the evening. She found 
that his noble and venerable figure was 
a proper habitation for his mind. His 
Lordihip requeſted Ophelia to favour 
him with ſome mufic ;- and ſhe com- 
Plied with his defire, both by playing 
and ſinging. He was ſtill more de- 
- lighted ; and declared he had not ſeen- 
ſuch a young woman, fince he firſt ſaw. 
Lady Clermont, who was the greateſt 
beauty of her time. He took leave 
between ten and eleven O clock, ſaying. 
he ſhould do himſelf the ene ob 
eee eee a be 
Mis e n to 
ax friends the pleaſure ſhe had received 
from Lord Ciermont's viſiti. They 


then chatted over that they intended to 
f e make 
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make che lms: Sexy a9 and., retired: 
rather early. n Tei rt er 


* , | . 


The next day they reached Harley 
Street, about half PHaſt [three 3 and: 
Ophelia, wich grent pleaſure, introduced 
ker friends to each other. Lady Cut. _ 
ford. politely reproached them for m- 
ing it ſo late; ſaying and doing; ever 


thing which a ſincere pleaſure in eins 
them could dictate. Their 


ton for ſome. tine was concerning tho: 
county. of Kent, chen about Mir. and 
Mrs. Overbury, and à few other ſub- 
jects. A little while after, Sophia en- 
tered the room, and was alſo intro; 
duced to them. They dined: together 
every. one, Ophelia only excepted, 

ſeemed perfectly happy; but ſhe, ſweet 

girl, had till a painful feeling in her 

Dolden, which that nnn, HE 
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more acute. Lady Clara was out the 
whole day, but Lady Eugenia was ſtill 
entirely reſerved, and diſtant. 
ei betet ti vb 3498 D, 
As they fat, aſter dinner; Lady Chif- 
ford ſaid, „ The amuſements of Lon- 
«© don arè new to you, Miſs Mel- 
* dbourne; ſuppoſe, Mrs. Alwin, con- 
rinued her Ladyſhip, „e make up 
e party to Drury- Line, Mrs Sid- 
<<"\@otis' performs to-nighit tlie character 
gef Lady Macbeth. Should you like 
to {ke her? Ophelia anſwered, I 
© have a great nme to ſee that 


rede £1221 lt t A 0 
011 g˙¹ Ole 32 bas er 901 501. 10 


The party was arranged in al hon 
wie a a" footmary ſent immediately to 
ſecure a hox; and they arrived at the 
theatre juſt before the curtain drbw up. 
Ophelia was placed in the front; row; 


and her e form. could not fail of 
9 N . attraQting 


jt 


12 


houſe, that ſhe did not perceiveſ it. In 
a few minutes ſhe obſerved Lord Els 
tars in the oppaſite box. His Lord- 


ſhip bowed immediately; and Ophelia 
courteſied, with a ſmile. Two or three 
ladies, who were in the box with El- 
lars, as Miſs Melbourne pereeived by | 


their manner; aſked him who! ſhe wass 
and inſtantly ' their opera- glaſſes were 
levelled at her: Mifs Melbourne felt 
herſelf very uncomfortable; and was 


glad to be relieved by Pady Clifford's 
aſking her, in a whifper, who that gen- 


tleman was; Lord Ellars, Madam, 


replied Ophelia. % Oh, I recollect 
&« him now, anſwered Lady Clifford; | 
<« he is verychadidfodie!'! J imagme he 


«© will come round to us àſter the play. 


Remember to introduce him to me.” 


Mits Melbourne replied, with a ſmile, 
„ I 
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attracting attention: Her own 'was ſd 
fully engaged in looking 1 round the 2 
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F' Ithink, your Ladyſhip had better ap- 
* ply to Mrs. Alwin: the introduction 

will come more properly from her.“ 

ou are in the right,” ſaid Lady 

« Clifford; . my eee was ra- 

cher premature. | 


4 $64 


| The play began juſt chens and until 
it finiſhed, Ophelia had not any recol- 
1 either where ſhe was, or who ſue 
was ; but alternately ſhe took each inte- 
reſting character, and was tranſported to 


each intereſting ſcene. The magic of 


her much beloved Bard, ſo wholly oc- 
cupied her faculties, that ſhe entirely 
forgot berſelf. Lady Clifford was ex- 
ceedingly charmed to ſee her deep and 


ſilent attention; and, at the end of the 


act, congratulated, her, on 0 fo: 
Jappily * delightful Poet. 
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In this interval, che modern very po- - 
fte manner of talking louder than if 

you converſed through a ſpeaking trum 

pet, occaſianed Miſs  Melbou Ne to 
overhear a converſation between two. 
ladies in the next box. — He is very 
1 mene {ad one, + and wilt have 


deed, L; dedere ſome. convenient! old 

+ uncle or grandfather, left him a good 
independent eſtate; But canceive— 
he is juſt going to be married. 
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Fe Really!“ repliod the other. To 
* hom, pray ? to either of thoſe la. preg 
dies in dhe box with ham?“ n 4 
S anſwered che firſt 3. they are 
genteel women. But enly imagine 
That elegant young man is going to 
with neither birth or fortune; hut — 
they ſay 5 decently. pretty : ſome pars A 
ne niece, or daughter! „ You = 
i „ . | 
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quite amaze me!“ anſwered the ſe- 
cond lady. „ Pray, have you heard 
her name?“ Upon my honour, 
©] have forgot, ſaid the firſt. It was 
6 Lady Clara Vere who ſpoke "of it at 
<-our houſe the other day. Her Lady- 
© ſhip mentioned her having ſeen her 
frequently; and that her name is 
Melville, or ſome ſuch fooliſh thing: 
and chat Lord Ellars was paſſionately 
fond of her. 1 fuppoſe be will intro- 
© duce her at court. It will be a good 
© joke to ſee how awkwardly ſhe will 
6; petfonate the lady! But pray, 
anfwered the other. They chen got in- 
to a whifper; ; and Opie! heard” no 
more. * 1 3 abs kt #34 > £44. w | 


4 * 7 1 > £ £1 . 


1901 1 


2 Miſs: Melbourne chen cake to- Mrs. 
Alwin, „% DO you hear hom charmingly 
% I am characterized? Fes, an- 
Lucted the 276 What a ridiculous inci- 
3710 | c dent! 1 


* 


— 
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a3: 


they laughed fo heartily, that Sophia 
begged to be of their party: and it 
terved to divert them untit the curtain 


LUNLEY-HOUSSE: 9». 
dent! I will ſend Lord Ellars, after 


the play, to tell them you are the 
Gawkward parſon's daughter.“ 


drew up. And now was all Ophelia's 


admiration, all her attention given to b 
the charming actreſs ſhe. came to ad- 
mire. Greatly as ſhe had been delight- 


ed with her in the firſt act, in the fe= 


cond ſhe ſurpaſſed all i Ophelia! 8 Powers f 


of f imagination. Miſs Melbourne 


bled in the dagger - ſcene; and When 


Lady Macbeth exclaimed, Give me 


< the daggers,” every pulſe, for a mo- 5 


ment, ceaſed to beat; and ſhe ſeenied 


almoſt congealed with herror. The 


part where Lady Macbeth walks in her 


lleep was more than Ophelia could well 
bear; and ſhe felt herſelf much relieved 


when that ſcene was over, Truly did 
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ſhe weep the ſorrows of Macduff; and, 
in ſhort, the feelings of every character 
were reflected from her expreſlive coun · 


When the play finiſhed, Lady Clif- 
It was agreed they would not. While 
la locked round, and ſaw Lord Ellars 
ſtanding at the door of the bax. She 

wocker Mars. Avia ; who turned her 
He e "i eee — was in- 
woduced' feverally to the party. Lord 
Clifford very politely afked him home. 
to ſupper. He then addreſſecl Ophelia, 
and ex preſſed His adninatim of her 
ſycet ſenhhility in terms. of the: greateſt 
raptufe. She-bade him, with = ſmile, 


Lok 
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93 
Lord Ellars anſwered Ophelia, by 
faying, ©* Pray, Miſs Melbourne, Se. 
not my juſtly-beſtowed praiſes fur ', 2: 
« worthy a title. I appeal to any ono, 
« if what I fay is not true. I think, 
fad ſhe, laughing, you ſhould appeal 
to thoſe ladies in the next box; they AA 
© have been praiſing me amazingly, y 4 2 } 
by hearſay.” His Lordſhip then a. 
ed her, with anxiety, what they hac 
been ſaying. Mifs Melbourne repeated * 
the fubſtance of their converſation: and | 
he declared he would go and mortify 
them for what they had faid. What 
* a charitable determination,” anſwered 
Ophelia; but I emom you to give 
no hint that I overheard chem. His 
Lordſhip then went and ſpoke to the 
ladies for about ten minutes. When 
he came back, Mrs. Alwin was eager i 
to know what had paffed: and 'Lort - MK 
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After the firſt compliments, they en- 
«© quired of me who that young lady 
„was I had been ſpeaking to? add- 

„ing, She is really the moſt beautiful 
0 a I ever. faw. — [Ophelia, 1 bar 
<-bluthing. I anſwered, her name is 
% Melbourne. They looked on each 
< otlier with ſome ſurprize; and the 

r Who had ſpoken of you, aſked 

of what family.? She is niece of a 
« Overbury, ſaid I; a.clergyman | 
* of Kent. I ſuppoſe! then, ſaid one, 
„this is- the lady of whom we have 
c heard. Pray, my Lord, when ſhall 
4 you introduce her to us as Lady 


Ellars? — Really, J replied; chat isa 
6 queſtion J cannot well anfwer, Did WW + 
C 


«it only depend on my wiſhes, it 
4 ſhould. be this moment. — Why, ] 
e hope ſhe is not cruel? ſaid one. — | 

& is not, anſwered I, in her nature to 
be 1 dee it is ſuch preſump- 


«« tion, 
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4c tion, aſter Fo many have failed, to 
e hope to be accepted, that 1 .almoſt 
* deſpair; for although ſhe has leſs 
«« yanity than any woman I ever ſaw, 
« ſhe; muſt read in the admiration . of 


<, all who ſee her, her own value, and 


« of. conſequence. be with difficulty 
« gained !—Youare a lover, my Lord, 
«ſaid one lady, with a, contemptuous 
„ ſmile. I am do, I. anſwered ; and 
therefore you: will excuſe, me, if I 
< wiſh-yow a good eme * 
the Goddeſs of: mm, n P 


1115 ä # ho 


He CIAL 
: Fre, my Lord? bow could you 
do ſo l ſaid Ophelia. Oh, very 
« eaſily, indeed. Come, ene . 
I ead you to wy gn” 223111 
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Ms party 4 left, dhe hou oo 
returned to. Harley- Street, Where they 
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aupped⸗ and rer dis On. meeting the 
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next . and going to the ace to. 
gether. 


* 


+ They x went enn 0 and Ophe. 

hin found the Marquis had refufed to 
 necompany them. She was glad that; 
by his prudence, he ſeconded ber en- 
deavours to avoid him, although ſhe 
ſighed fer the neceſſity there was for 


their ſeparation. Ophelia that night 
wore pale blue ſattin: her hair being 
only decorated with a gauze veil, 
_ thrown back, and a plume of white 
"RS 80 deen nn. = Ye 
Mi oe was in a kind of 
enchantment the whole time they were 
there: the lights, the brilliant com- 
_ pany, the ſcenery, and, above all, the 


exquiſite muſic, kept her in a continual 
though charming confuſion- She was 
faſcinated, and had no power to move. 
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: ſhe had no idea of ſuch re- 


— 


* 


though moſt of the party ſeemed to re- 


ſhe was all 


and ſhe was very ſorry, 
rning. 


. 
97 


ve motion 
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en it finiſhed. — They returned 
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to Harley-Street, ſupped, and did not 


h 


joice, v 


— 


car. The dancing was alſo to her very 


II two in the mo 


part ti 


rizing 


ſurp 
| preſſi 


Her heart, tuned to muſic, enjoyed it 


here in its fulleſt extent 
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CHAPTER VII. 
AN INTERVIEW, 


J.ALE hours and fatigue by no means 
agreed with the unſettled ſtate of 
Ophelia's health; and ſhe foſe not till 
late the next morning ; and then diſpi- 
rited and weary. She then ſent for her 
little Helen, and carried her to the 
window. The child was extremely de- 
lighted with the carriages ; and Ophelia 
had ſtood above half an hour playing 
with her, when ſhe ſaw Lady Clifford 
at the window of a coach, which inſtant- 


ly ſtopped at their door. Hearing them 
on the ſtairs, Ophelia opened tlie draw- 


ing- room, with the child in, 


and was ſo S e in ſpeaking. to Lady 
ef + ; | 8 - Clifford, 


wy 
LAY + 
5 mY 


EF. arms; 


LUML ENI OUSE. "9%, * - 


who entered the room with her. Se 
ſpoke, however, to Lady Eugenia and 


Lady Clara; and then looking at a gen- 


tleman who ſtood quite behind in the 


ſhade of the door, ſhe ſaw it was Rel- 
vour, He bowed, and ſhe courteſied, 


ready to ſink wich ponkulany and dif- 


treſs. 


They ſeated themſelves; chen Lady 


Clifford ſaid, „I will fairly contef$ 
that J had no intention of calling here 
this morning; but ſeeing you as 1 


«, paſſed, I thought I would juſt come 
in for a few minutes.“ Ophelia b bowed, 5 


and mutual enquiries. paſſed. You 


« do not look well,” ſaid the Coun- 
teſs; 4 you muſt not rake too much * 
BY ſee plainly your conſtitution will 
© not@bear it. 1 am, indeed," aid, 
Ophelia, N a Ars indiſpoſed; and 
2 „ 5 therefore 
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© therefore I had ſent for my little Helen 
to amuſe me.* << ] think, ſaid La- 
dy Clifford, *I never ſaw a more plea- 
< ſing picture. Oh, apropos of that, 
< I have a preſent for you.” She then 
drew out a ſmall caſe, and gave it to 
Ophelia; who, opening it, found it 
contained a very ſtriking likeneſs of the 
Counteſs. 


O hella thanked her; and Lady 
Clifford ſaid, I have owed it you a 
« long while, you know; neither had 
4] perſonally thanked you for the one 
ec you ſent me. Only think of Sophia's 
<6. lofing hers!“ © Tt was, indeed,” 
faid Ophelia, © a ſtrange accident.'— 
She ſtole a look at the Marquis, whoſe 
_ Ehieeks, before extremely pale, were 
now crimſoned. - He looked up; his 
eyes met Ophelia's ; and the confuſion 
of each * To conceal: hers, 
0 phelia 


» 
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| Ophelia bent down, and poke to the 
child. | 4:6 © SIE 


- At that moment the door opened, 
and Lord Ellars entered, humming : 2 
tune, with an eaſy. air. He bewed, 
and addreſſed himſelf to each, then par- 
ticularly to Ophelia. The little girl, 


who had been uſed to ſhare his attention, 


held out her hands, and laughed. He 
took her from Ophelia, and preſſed h her 
to his boſom. 


Ihe unfortunate Miſs Melbourne now 
found herſelf in that firuation ſhe had 
ſo long dreaded ; ſhe ſaw together the 
two perſons on earth ſhe moſt wiſhed 
not to meet. She ſtole one look at the 
Marquis, and ſaw him pale, confuſed, 
and trembling ! his whole attention fixed 
on Ellars, with an carneſtneſs that ſcarcely 
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allowed him to breathe : : but when 
_ Ellars came towards Ophelia! and, with 
a tender {mile refigned the ſweet Helen 
to her care, unable to conceal his dif 
treſs, the Marquis roſe haſtily, and ex- 
chiming, = Oh, Heavens CY 
left the room. 


0 Sheka, tetriſied almoſt to death, 
knew not which way to look. Lady 
Clifford ſeemed amazed, and Lady 
Eugenia offended. © Bleſs me! ſaid 
the former, „is Belyour ill? He has 
been extremely grave all the morn- 
ing!“ How very extraordinary 4 
ſaid Eugenia; 81 furely, he is extremely 
© rude P Do not let us think ſo,” 
replied the Counteſs ; he is not uſed to 
„ be unpolite-; moſt kent 0 1s in 
ce * cipoſed.” 6 
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But while they thus commefited, Bel- 
rour, having recoileRetl the ſtrange ap- 
pearance his departure muſt have carried 
with it, returned, and apologized for 
leaving che room ſo precipitately, by 
ſaying that a ſudden and violent pain in 


his head had obliged him to retire. He 


feated himſelf in the window oppoſite 


Ophelia; and fixed his eyes on her witir 


an expreſſion ſo affecting, as drew tears 


into hers. Lady Clifford gave him her 


ſalts; and he ſaid he was better. 


„ . 11 3 8 7 ' | 
Mrs. Alwin then came in; to whom 


Lady Clifford introduced the Marquis. 
While they were chatting about the- 


opera, he advanced towards the Tofx on 


which Ophelia ſat. She trembled 3 bit 
he ſeemed determined: to addreſs het: 
Have you ſcer my ſiſter lately, Mifs 
Un? Melbourne 2” aſked he, in a faulter- 
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ing tone. Yeſterday, my Lord, ſhe 
replied. He then threw himſelf into a 
chair by her, and ſaid, © Do you go 
into Kent ſoon?” In about a 
© month, I believe, my Lord,” replied 


© 


They were then both filent ; but the 
child, pleaſed with the buttons on his 
coat, ſtretched out her hands to him. 
He took her from Ophelia, with an ex- 
preſſive look, and ſaid, Sweet child, 
do you imagine you know me?” He 

eareſſed her very much, and gave her 
his watch-ſtring to play with. © You 
have a troubleſome office, my Lord, 
ſaid Mrs. Alwin. Ophelia, ſhall 1 
« fend the child away ?* „ By no 
« means,” faid Belvourz „ I love 
„ children very much.” Ophelia took 
her from his arms; but ſhe cried to go 


bourne carried her out of the 1 roo 


zb Er ro# en, | 
teen to him: and therefore Miſs Ka 


Wen Otticlis sid Ellars was 


gone towards the window; ſo that ſhe 
was left on the ſofa with the Marquis. 
He fighed, and ſeemed at a loſs for 


words. At length, he faid, with ſome 


agitation, and looking at Ellars, « My 


„good wiſhes, when laſt we parted, # 


_« Miſs Melbourne, are, I find then, 
* anſwered.” © My Lord, faid ſhe, | 
| © really I have not the happineſs—T 


do not underſtand your Lordſhip.” | 
W Tas not mean to be imp 10 


* — you know,” continued _ 


he, with a forced ſmile, are ene 
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17 Lady Clifford now roſe to go; and 
told Ophelia ſhe ſhould hope to fee hee 
ſoon in Harley-ſtreet. She alſo invited 
Mrs. Alwin and Lord Ellars. Belvour 
left the room laſt, caſting. a glance firſt 
ON Ophelia, then on Ellars; a glance 
perfeclly intelligible to her: then ſigh- 
ing, he bowed, and withdrew. Ophe- 
lia ſighed too; and, ſitting down in the 
place he had quitted, hid her face, and 
wept. She found her emotions too 


ſtrong to bear; and was riſing to quit | 


the room, when. Ellars approaching, 
took her hand, and ſaid, My love, 
s are you ill?“ She averted her face, 


and Was ſilent. 1 Heavens.“ conti- 


nued he, i you weep! W. bat is the 
+; matter, my Ophelia 1 :. ble reſeated 
her; ; and kneeling down, wrapped his 
arms round her. My deareſt crea- 
ture!“ ſaid he, © will you not ſpeak 
F7 4 | "ER a £6 t9- 
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« tome! Have I offended-you?”— 
No, my Lord,” ſaid. ſhe, in a voice. 
ſcarcely articulate ; I am fatigued and 
« unwell ; let me go; 1 {hall * much 
better ſen. r ; 
Mrs. Alwin alſo ſpoke to her; but 
ſne could not anſwer for weeping; and 
therefore ſhe roſe, and went to her own 
room, where ſhe continued uninterrupt- 
_ edly Yeepng! above an hour. 
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ee one more = 
poignant, than the , laſt, ſucceeded to 
cach other She fe: all the bitterneſs. 
of woe! Not one ray of hope beamed 
upon her boſom. Good Heavens! 
cried the, “ did 1 for this leave Kent, 
« and fly from all I loved, to meet 
_ «© diftreſs. more extended here! Was 
ever ſituation ſo gruel as mine?“ 
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105 LUMLEY-ROUSES 
Ophelia, recollecting herſelf, at laſt 
checked her tears; and drying her eyes, 
returned to the parlour. Lord Ellars - 
preſſed her extremely to have ſome ad- 
vice; but ſhe aſſured him her lowneſs 
of ſpirits aroſe merely from fatigue, and 
that ſhe was much _"_ 


* 


* 


Mrs. Alwin propoſed an awing, which 
being agreed to, for expedition's ſake, 
they took a hackney- coach, and drove 
to two or three ſhops, at which they 
purchaſed a few articles; and from this 
little excurſion Ophelia returned ſome- 
thing more 2 
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The next 8 Lady Sophia 
paid Ophelia a viſit, and ſpent the day 
with her. Sunday they were at church; 

and on Monday Lord Clermont took 
O Pbelia to a concert. 


When 
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CHAPTER YL 
AN ECCLAIRCISSEMENT. 


Or HELIA went early to Harley- 
ſtreet, and was ſhewn into the Coun- 
teſss dreſſing- room; where ſhe found 
Lady Clifford, Sophia, and Eugenia at 
work. They ſat converſing ſome little 
time:; when a ſervant entered, and ſaid, 
„My Lady, here is a man, who ſays 
& he has particular buſineſs with your 
* Ladyſhip.T A mar! What man?“ 
ſaid Lady Clifford. A ſtranger, my 
Lady,“ replied the ſervant. « Well, 
c girls,” ſaid Lady Clifford, I call 
vou all to witneſs, 1 have not ſought a 
6 _— witi this unknown— Shew 
9 him bye ST were diverting them- 
1414 4 8 
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&lves with the idea of his being ſome 
diſguiſed lover, when he came in. His 
figure was groteſque enough; and Eu- 
genia laughed ſo much, that ſhe was 
obliged to quit the room... “ Well, 
4 friend!“ ſaid, Lady Clifford, what's 
ws your buſineſs, with me??“ The man 
bowed ; and fixing, his eyes on Ophelia, 
Ride Why, I had ſome buſineſs. with 
your Ladyſhip, ſure! enough; but E 
fancy you know it beforehand?! * Þ 
« believe not,” ſaid Lady Clifford 3 
«« but perhaps you miſtake me for ſome 
© other perſon,” No, no, faid he, 
© I know your Ladyſhip well enough? 
« but Iſee you haye forget me... 1 
| cc have, indeed,” ? ſaid Lady Clifford; 7 
2 who, are you?” My name, replied 
he, 5 1s Richard Carpenter; 3 and I had: 
the honour of ſerving your date bro- 
c ther, my good Lord Lumley “— 
* Good Heavens! laid Lady a es 


3 8 66. ar© 


. — —— 1 Se 2 3 as „ ˖ Rn, r rh PS"; N , - 
GY BY W PPP e e 7 n — 5 
TO Es x : : tf . : 
, 1. a N ; , - . n . TY > 


| 
;F 
þ 


1 
1 
3 
We 


D 
. 


A uy ee MT 
? . * 0 9 — {He — F n 2 
— — 7 - N K 2 * R 4 6 4 N 9 £5 3 _ TE ora 44 A We 2p NP. 9 Fob. CIS NESTLED 3 n — 
2 ͤ 0 EE 2-2 7 . "a" EE en CR Of achrs— PERS 8 ge LID) hc» ys CR rv 8 2 : 2 r z 
r — 2 . N * p . 2% » = - be” 2 5 b a eee E * Way - : — — fe. r x as od = 2 2 

n r N N Y „ 4: * ö x i 8 . * — A — 0% 4 c : —— . — = — 
PIR; 5 "36 : ES : Th I 8 . 0 7. — . — — —— — — p 5 

. 2 . . * — — - — — a » 

— 


Cr ee 7 9 : r g 
gt n * Dres r * d * 3 OY — A 
. — 2 : 4 . 4 "A K. - — rf 
I 2 re r NN 
* * - * 1 wg ct. oo ne —— — —. — 5 > = rt 5 JC. 
r nn ͤ * — 
bt ths A 2 . . R. . en net 2 5 — - 
'*, 1, he i Rolf ALES, AR oo; 3 A HA dis ES . » 4b wife, — 
A+ . EE OTOL BITE IP 2 4 — 2 . . + p 
Bae Td . * ws 4 
- of — 8 


a 4 y A " 4 2 * 4 — e * 
- ; : et 8 7 Fa. Sg E- — —— . — — — > A -- 
4 - —— 7 222 —— — Fs bis . . . - Ay. * * * W N n 2000 — — — CEN rows 2 — R — —_ —_— => - _ 
n 7 r — IJ 1 & — B p 0 alt " 26S. wes. nt bi PR e © 1 rr Wr 5 boy Ke "62 _ SR 8 2 — — = 
>, I. 1 RET — e — wy "as a> 4 2 2 , s _ 1 . G as WE N Fa. 7 — A MA — — > — * _ 2 0 — 
. — . . Bane” - — * 2x. x, as us. th . 3 +] A 4 z 24 profes 7 * 5 Lge wes fg ITY — 1 n 7 4 — * 5 8 

up . wr 92 4% r _ 8 > TS. tbr Wb 2 "Sw bh B- — 2 " « 2 "CAR 4) 3,27. 23 EX £ ad ed ag: Ne eee. n Ph 4 TE 5 1 _ _ 4 — 

8 3 * r 22 — p n . — n * - = 


PI 
* 
— 5 3 1 
ee n EAT! 
F Sn ad Br <2 Ys: 


—— + * 
— A 
r 
r ion 
— — 
— 


9 


8 N b 
r X «$1. 
og 


CI NN RE EO „ ENT CET 
— 


— 2 


2 2 
B — — FO 
— * \ A) es >, 
2 MES x of =F2 cz, 
8 „ 


DA 7 
— 3. — — . — E oY 
oo 0 , K r 
7 "= ee ine IV \ 

>, a FEA WITS, oc a rad Ek oe 

— re a fs. > Mob 4 . 
„ere rd * 8 
F 


7 6 * 135 3 8 % 38 . 
1 * rr — wi, ad 4 8 
2 2 * oy 5 
« 


* 6 
. 77 


= n . 7 3 * > <> jt 5 — * 
4 CO OE ep 6 . 
LS 2 r : 
I” * 


11 
„ 
8 


e 


* x "he 
- * th 
1% 347 — — — 344% „C00 ee at BY IS = 
8 . «6, y g ** OR Ciba „ 44 J 
— — ä . _ . mne . 22 » « 
wt RP 3 r 2 iS r — JI — 2 4 "ens, 5,0 * — 
ans © 4 — 1 > ap 2 . ar reertar TI TORI AA ng. F_- + r A TS. 
F is a =P No. a. "REY 
a i Abt " þ 1 
é... * yo 2 ITY 2 7 
: — . 1 . 


— — 


2 EY — p OI re 
* — 85 * 


— — 
* 


e r wn anna 7 ae. ones GL 3 
EEE ˙——Ämw ]˙ ? ¾ ⁰U“! ICE . .. 
” 2 Se » 9 4 8 —— Px gs.) n r r TEE | 4 — 
. 
— 8 


< go on!” 
he, © I made bold to write to your La- 
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* are you the man that went to France 


Ptied he, I ſet out to go with him; 


* but I ſtopped on the road.” © For 
<© Heaven's ſake, be not fo tedious, but 


- Why, my Lady,” ſaid 


* dyſhip, and I ſuppoſe, by ſecing that 

£ young lady, you received my letters.” 
Never !” ſaid Lady Clifford ; ** but 
& What has that young lady to do with 
«it? She is a ſtranger. He ſhook his 
head, in Gen of diftreft,' and faid, 
©. You had uſed to be a good lady ; and 
© I hope you would not go to wrong 
© your brother's child” “ My bro- 
* ther's child N interrupted Lady Clif- 
ford; “ what do you mean! Was ſhe 
e not loft with both her parents? 
© No, that ſhe was not!“ replied he, 
5 ll ſwear in any court of juſtice: bus 
91 * no offence ; 3 1 don't mean to 
6 be 


LUMLEY-HOUSE 113 
© be ſauty.' *©* For Heaven's fake !” 
faid Lady Clifford, © go on; trifle not 
« with my impatience ; I know nothing 
< of what you hint at.“ Well, may- 
'* hap, your Ladyſhip may not,” faid 


he; * ſo, if you pleaſe, Fl! telb my 


« ſtory my own way.” © Any way,” 


it. But anſwer me firſt, Were my 
ce brother and his wife loſt, as was re · 
« ported? Alackaday f yes; moren 
© the pity!” © Go on, then,” ig. 
Lady Clifford. 


9 ; . . 3 5 8 
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6 | you know. how we fet off len my 
* Lord's hunting · lodge in Dorſetſhire, 
on account of that duel: a ſad ſtormy 
© night it was, to be ſure! and my 
© Lady cricd piteouſly when the and 
© the child got into the chaiſe. | I re- 
$ member ſeeing my Lord claſp her in 
$576 « his 


ſaid her Ladyſhip, ** ſo you do but tell 
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his arms, and hearing him ſay, „Feat 
*© nothing, my love am with you !” 
We travelled poſt: and my Lord 
wanting ſome papers from Lumley- 
5 Houſe in Kent, we went round that 
„ way. We got there about ten at 
©, night, and left it again in leſs than 
* half an hour: but, lackaday! we had 
not gone two miles before down came 
the carriage, and broke all to pieces! 
„ helped my Lady out, who was not 
e hurt; and the ſaid, ©© Never mind 
* me, Richard, take care of the child.” 
* I took hee out, and wrapped her up 
. nin my own great coat; for it ſnowed 
very much. © Good God!“ faid-my 
© Lady, „what ſhall we do now? My 
c Lord, there is no time to loſe ; we 
« wilt walk zo the next village. But 
ee what ſhall we do with the child?“ 
So I ſaid, that if my Lord pleaſed, he 
4 © had better mount my horſe, * take 


PP TAs 
- e * — 


- 


KUMLET= nous E. my 


« her Ladyſhip: behind; and I would get 


a on one of the coach-horſes, and leave 


a the poſt- boy to get back with two. 
“ Will you venture with me?“ faid he 
to my Lady x » it as better than 


„ Walking.“ —“ Any thing!“ ſaid ſhe; 


but the poor infant!“ Suppoſe, my 


* Lady, ſaid I, I take her in my arms? 


and leave her at the next houſe ; nd | 


then, the firſt opportunity, your La- 
* dyſhip may write to Lady Clifford, 


© and have her ſent over. There is 
no choice, my deareſt love,” ſaid my : 
Lord; © it is killing her, to pretend 


« to carry her two 'or three miles on 


& horſeback ſuch a night as this: be- 
4 ſides, I know a houſe x little way off, 
where, if yau will ſtay, you will be 


C 


* 


received in the moſt friendly manner.“ 


No, my Lord,“ ſaid ſhe, “ I Will 


** go with you; but we will leave the 
64 dear baby as Richard adviſes.” She 
ne Ei, cried, | 
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«cried; and, kiſfing the child, took a 
rich locket from her own neck, and 
© tied it round hers. They alſo put a 


Hos E. 


« purſe, with a great deal of money, 
© withinſide the coat; and my Lady 


£ wrote à label, by the light of the 


6 moon, on the carriage, Ophelia.“ 


That was gy Os * knew, my 


$ Lady? 


Clifford, 


19 0 on.“ 


Well, Moms? cube the man, 
© we rode in this manner a little Way, 
till we came to a houſe, 


— 


Good God f- Interrupted Lady 
© where will this end!“ 
- 6 Gracious Heaven 5 lais delia, 


< Stop here, 


% Richard, ſaid my Lord. They rode 
ton pretty faſt, the ſnow beating in 
© their face. I rapped at the door; 
* and a Orman came to open it, with 


* 


« 2 candle 


. Gary Fw Jr "aw ” 
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© child, wrapped up as it was, and left 


him ſtanding at the door.” And his 


«< name ?“ faid Ophelia. I do nat 
know, {aid the man. Proceed, 
ſaid Ophelia. No, faid Lady Clif- 
ford ; © firſt tell me, my dear Her 


emotions precluded farther ſ peech ; and 


Ophelia, with great difficulty, deter- 
mined to hear the remainder of the ſtory, 
bade the man go . though ſhe was 
quite convinced, 


* 


$'# 


Well then, ſaid Richard 40 to make | 
© ſhort of a long ſtory, my ſtumbling | 


© old horſe would not come up with 
© that which my Lord rode, for a good 
© while ; but however, I overtaok them, 
and told them how I had-diſpoſed of 


© my young lady. I had not rode farſ 


© after this, when my horſe fell down 
Y with me, and bruiſed me ſo ſorely, 
that 


a candle in his hand. I gave kim the i 
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©. that T had much ado to get to the next 
village; where they got a chaiſe, and 
© Jeft me, with orders to follow them 
© as ſoon as IL was able; which I did; 
© but they had failed : and when I came 
to Calais, I found that the pacquet 
© they went in was loſt, and every ſoul 
© on. board her periſhed. Here was 1 
in a ſtrange eountry, without friends, 
© and. without money! However, I 
< wrote to your Ladyſhip; and got ints 
© ſervice; but as I heard nothing from 
you, I thought the child was dead, 
£, mayhap, or ſomething, and left off 
< writing, Soon after, I married; and 
1 © m,Fr rance I have lived ever ſince: but 
« my wife being dead, I got all the mo- 
ney, together I could, and laſt week 
came back to England, to enquire 
after my young erg my old 
e Hoff im £93429 in FI 
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d In a happy hour are you come!“ 

Aid Ophelia, checking her tears. My 
40 deareſt, deareſt. Lady Clifford ! will 

« you open your arms and your heart 
«to this long loſt niece?” And with 
theſe words, ſhe threw herſelf on her 

| knees, and continued, “ I am that un- 

« fortunate infant! Thus was Lreceived 

« by Mr. Overbury and, to confirm 

1 my ſtory, here is the portrait of mx 

< father !” She drew it from her bo? 

fm and Lady Clifford, ſtruek by: the 

reſemblance, threw her arms round 

n and fainted. 


" r » v 5 ; * * * * 
5 | 7 x „ «* F 
1 43 4 4 


„ ſo! I ak 3 ext 
claimed Richard, advancing. Ire 
6 member every feature of that ſweet 
« face! I ſuſpected ſome foul plays 


' but all's be, A fach Ne then left 


. 


the room. 
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The ſcene which enſued; on Lady 
Clifford's recovery, © beggars all de. 


| ſcription.” She owned Ophelia for her 


niece, in the ſtrongeſt terms. She ſent 


for Lord Clifford and her children, who 


declared they could not doubt a mo- 


ment the reality of it; though Eugenia 


looked a little diſconcerted, when her 
mother hinted that her fortune would be 


leſſened by this diſcovery. Ophelia 
' begged no mention might be made of 
that; for ſhe was quite happy in their 


love and W 


66 That may be,” ſaid Lady Clifford, 
with a determined air; „ but if you 
& will not affert your right, I will. A 
* large eſtate is your own! Little did 


& T think, when T firſt received my 


« Ophelia at Lumley-Houſe, I was 
© uſurping her right!“ Do not talk 
8 oy laid Ophelia ; : all I have is 

N yours : 


[OE PS IE? 


vn no _ 


© yours: Give me my father's name, I 
© aſk no more. Noble girl!” ſaid 


Lady Clifford, embracing her; there 
“ ſpoke the ſouls of thy parents! Oh, 
« powerful Nature! How long have I 
«© ſuſpected this! Eugenia, embrace 
your lovely couſin; ſhe has a right 


« to your love, both by inheritance and 


« by virtue.” Eugenia then embraced 
her; and Oſmond reſpectfully ſaluted 
his n couſin. | 


By this/ tie Mis. A ; ani; 
who confirmed the truth of Opkelia's 
ſtory. 


There was no end to Lady Clifford's 
love and gratitude. The name of Lum- 
ley ſounded ſweetly in her ears; and 


it. | 


— 


Vor. III. G ER Aſter 


ſhe loved her Ophelia better for bearing 


f 1 * 
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After a ſhort dinner, Mrs. Alwin went 
1 to receive Lord Ellars; 3: and 
Lady Clifford retired with her ſweet . 
niece. N 


Ophelia now. explained to her Lady- 
ſhip the terms the ftood on with her 
lover. And whence, my love,” ſaid 
IJady Clifford, aroſe your repugnance 
«to him?” Alas! my dear Madam, 
' replied Ophelia, from the wayward- 
© neſs of human nature, perhaps; but 
l feel it ſtill. Lam tempted to intreat 
© your Ladyſhip's refuſal, but that ! 
„think it will be diſhonourable to the 
© amiable Ellars.” No, my love,” 
. faid Lady Clifford, I cannot refuſe 
„ my conſent to a marriage I fo highly 
- *£/ approve; I truſt it will make you 
4% happy, and he has my free conſent.” 
It is done, then,” ſaid Ophelia, with 
a deep gh. I could not avoid it, but 
ao e 


— 


© jt will not make me happy. hope 
v6 you Are deceived,” ſaid Lady Clif- 
ford; “ but indeed you cannot retreat. 
gut to change the ſubject: Ophelia, 
« you muſt live with me till you are of 
c age.” Vou do me great honour, 


ſaid Ophelia; but ſuffer me to ſay, 


* without giving my reaſons, it is im- 
© poſhble.* © You forbid me to aſk 
* your reaſons,” ſaid Lady Clifford; 


will not; I will -confide in your 
ec prudence. But where then, my 


love?“ © Alas? ſaid Ophelia, with 
© Mr. and Mrs. Overbury, till She 


Ropped.. , Tur ven mat, lee 


00 proper,” ſaid her Ladyſhip, 


Ophelia fighed. © Well then, my 
© dear,” ſaid Lady Clifford, © in con- 
* ſideration of Mr. and Mrs. Overbury's 
“long kindneſs, I wave my right to 
* your company. But, Ophelia, you 
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« are not yet of age; you muſt there- 


fore chuſe a guardian, and I will put 


your eſtate into his hands.” May 
© I not chuſe your Ladyſhip and Lord 
Clifford 2” ſaid Ophelia. J ſhould 
«© much rather you did not,“ replied 
Lady Clifford.“ Well then,” ſaid Ophe- 
lia, Mr, Overbury.” «© That will be 
«« very proper,” replied her Ladyſhip. 
But, my dear aunt,” ſaid Ophelia, 
kiſſing Lady Clifford's hand, it may 
be inconvenient to Lord Clifford to 
give up a large eſtate at ſo ſhort no- 
tice, Why will you not do me the 
favour to uſe the rents till J am of 
© age, and allow me what you pleaſe ? 
% My love,” replied Lady Clifford, 
& you are very kind; but there is no 
© occaſion. You do not know what a 
& rich girl you are! For ſixteen years 
*& after my brother's death, in hopes he 

55 60 might 


K N 
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c 


— 


might have been ſaved, we did not 
touch the eſtates; which accumulat- 
ed in that ſpace from ſeven thouſand 
« a year to above ten: ſo that I have 
« been a faithful ſteward to you, my 


* 


a © 


* 


* 


, 


* 


* 


5 


« appropriated, in my own mind, for 


«© Eugenia's fortune, in addition to 
0 


* 


this * are now ready to give 0 to 
7M you.” | 


E My hear Madam,“ ſaid Ophelia, : 


* 


if you have ſor me the ſmalleſt love, 


A 


* 


dear couſin will accept of half of my 
eſtate, I ſhould wiſh her to have it: 


- 


A 


eit affiſts me in making others ſo. 
Let me leave all theſe things to your- 
8 3. 


love, till within theſe two years; 
and the profits of that ſpace I had 


what her father could give her: and 


do not ſpeak of this again. If my 


it will not make me happy, except as 
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« ſelf and Mr. Overbury ; it is fully 
© ſufficient for me to be acknowledged: 
—__—_. 4-447 


| Lady Cliffard then lefe her ; 5 "and 
Ophelia wrote a ſhort. account of what 
had bappened to Mr. Overbury, as alſo 
of her wiſh of reſiding flill with them, 
With what gratitude and pleaſure did 
ſhe ſigu herſelf Ophelia Lumley ! Lady 
Clifford alſo wrote to Mrs. Alwin, ſaying | j 
her niece would remain with her that 
night; and begging ſhe would come in 
the morning, and ed Lord Ellars 
with her. | 


CLI 


| The Counteſs told Ophelia he mould 
Sauce her at court; as ſhe choſe the 
name of Lumley ſhould be once more 


Wer known, ere it was loſt in * | 
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Ld y Clara vere came the next morn- 
ing; and the Counteſs diverted herſelf - 


a great deal with the amazement ber 
Ladyſhip expreſſed. | | 


About eleven o'clock Mrs. Alwin 
came, attended by Lord Ellars, to 
whom Lady Clifford gave a private 
audience; and his Lordſhip expreſſed 
the greateſt joy when ſhe gave her 
conſent to the marriage. He declared, 
that whether as Ophelia Melbourne or 
Lady Ophelia Lumley, his charming 
miſtreſs was equally acceptable to him: 
ber hand was all he aſked; adding, 
with a ſigh, he had no hope of her 
heart. Well then, my Lord,“ ſaid 
Lady Clifford, „ we will leave you to 
e try once mere if you ean gain het 

4 poſitive promiſe.” _ then quis 
the room. 
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Lord Ellars now made uſe of all the 
rhetoric in his power to induce Ophelia 
to promiſe him her hand, and to name 
the day that ſhould for ever make him 
bs 


Ophelia could not avoid bluſhing, 
ad ſaid, -My Lord, you have all my 
<« eſteem; my heart, I find, is yet 
© rebellious ; but if my hand, and my 
« endeavours to make you happy, can 
4 ſucceed, I promiſe to be your's ;— 
© not juſt at preſent, however. 

- Ellars, quite elated. with ſuch un- 
expected ſucceſs, preſſed her hand to 
his lips in a tranſport of joy and affec- 
tion, and returned her many thanks for 

this freſh re of her eine * 
neſs. 


Ophelia 
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Ophelia was pleaſed with the pleaſure 


he expreſſed; and ſhe looked on him 


1 


* 


L UM LE VAT O Us E. 


. 
© 


more kindly than uſual; when, on 2 
fudden, the door opened, and Lord 


* 


Belvour entered 
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CHAPTER IX. 
A MASQUERADE. 
BELVOUR flarted, and exclaimed, 
© I beg your pardow! They told 


% me Lady Eugenia was here.” And. 
ſaying this, he precipitately retired. 


- Opheha was exceedingly Kfconcert-- 


: ed; and, riſing, ſaid ſhe muſt go and 


dreſs. Ellars rephed, he would then: 
with her a good morning, as he was en- 
gaged to dine with his father, who kept 
early hours. Then kiſſing her hand, 
he bade her adieu. 


Ophelia went immediately up ſtairs, 


and recounted the mal- apropos incident 
5 | to 


E { 
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to Sophia; who declared the believed 
they were born to teaze each other. 
When they returned to the drawing- 
room, Lady Clifford took Ophelia's 
hand, and leading her to the Marquis, 
 faid,, My Lord, you have Tong Knowle 
*« this lady as my friend; I now pre- 
« {ent her to you as my niece—Lady 
* Ophelia Lumley.” He juſt touched. . 
her hand with his lips, and bowed; but 
did not ſpeak. „Well, my love, 
faid Lady Clifford, what have you 
done with" Lord Ellars? He went 9 
away before I began dreſling,” rephed = 
Ophelia; © having an engagement with 15 
© Lord Clermont.“ Did he ſucceed 1 
« in his petition?” ſaid Mrs. Alwin 
fmiling. In part,” anſwered Ophelia,, 
with a bluſh. < That is well!“ faid 
the Counteſs. 13:4, 0 1 Joe] 
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The dinner then entered ; and in ſpite 


of their intreaties, the Marquis  wenv 
away. How amazingly your bro- 


ce ther is altered, Sophia!“ ſaid the 
Counteſs; he appears to take no 
« pleaſure in any thing. What moſl. 
<« he ſhould diſlike ſeems pleaſant to 


ce him; what like, offenſive!” *< In- 


© deed,” ſaid Sophia, I am afraid he 
© js ill; for he is at all times what you 
© ſee him here.“ I havegqueſtioned 


© him about it,” faid os 9pd, &« but 


c he maintained the 
4 me.“ 


When they were retired after dinner, 


the ladies converſation turned on Ophe- 


lia's introduction at court, which Lady 
Clifford determined ſhould be ſhortly. 


Her drefs was talked over : her aunt 


took that upon herſelf ; and in the mean 


while, ſhe ſaid, * would amuſe them- 
ſelves : 


LUMLEY=HOUS'E 133 
themſelves by going to a maſquerade z' 
where, as Ophelia would be leſs. known, 
ſhe would draw leſs ſpeculation ; which 
would be much excited, whenever ſhe 


appeared, for ſome time:. 


There was * be a maſqued ball at tlie 


Pantheon the next night but one, and 


hee tanttbwas Menno 


ladies had ever been at one; and they 


began talking over their dreſſes * 


great glee. I would. not have you,” 


ſaid Lady cu d, to- be very ſplen- 


« did ; but Think it would have. a 
« pretty effect, were we all to be ha- 
** bited alike. - Come, what ſay you, 


Mrs. Alvin, ſhall we-go- as a Grecian 
« family, in the ſtile Madame de Genlis 


« deſcribes her Vielles de Chateau 


The idea was entered into with great 


pleaſt ure; and 158 determined to go 
| the 
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- the next morning amongſt the ſhops, 
and purchaſe materials for their dreffes: 
che only doubt was, whether they ſhould 


be able to get them made; but they 
knew, that in London money would do 
Fey thin 8 


The evening e ada and 


bet the morning they went and bought a 
variety of articles. A number of work- 
women were engaged; the young la- 
dies themſelves were em ployed in ſtring- 

ing pearls; & c. and all company ex- 


eluded; even Ellars and che 9 


were not ed 


— dreſſes ud in time BR Bex 
| 47 and put on. Fach wore a long 
flowing robe of white muſlin, with. 
fleeves down to the wriſt, and faſtened. 
with bracelets of pearls ; round the waiſt 
was a broad velvet * buckled, and 
* 
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fringed with pearls. Each had her hair 


let down behind, without powder, and 


decorated only with a wreath- of roſes 
and jeſſamine; a long ſtring of pearls, 
and a vell of fine muſlin thrown back, 
and edged with goldfringe; with which 


alſo the trains of their robes were 


adorned: 


2 


It was univerſally allowed theſe dreſſes 
Ophelia 


were remarkably becoming. 
might have paſſed for a Divinity ! She 
had a very ſmall lute. The whim ſeized 


her, juſt before they went out, to at- 


tach this to à white rihben, and throw 
it round her. Sophia toek a baſket of 
flowers in the ſame frianner ; and then 
putting on their maſks, they ſtepped 
into the carriages. Lady Clifford and 
Mrs. Alwin wore white, with no other. 


ornament chan che . fringe. 


They 
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They entered the rooms: Lady Clif- 
ford, Mrs. Alwin, and Lord Clifford, 


firſt; next, Sophia and Ophelia, with 
Ellars; then, Eugenia and W with 


mend. 


Ophelia joined her aunt; and as they 
walked round the room, every eye was 
attracted towards them. - Preſently a 
graceful figure, in the habit of Apollo, 
came up, and ſolicited Ophelia te dance 
a minuet. She refuſed a long while; 


but at length Lady Clifford ſaid, ©* Do, 


* my dear; if you dance cotillions 
© where you are engaged, it will be ſuf- 
ec ficient. We ſhall be all here to ſec 
c you are not run away with.” The 


ſtranger politely ſaid, Do not fear, 


Madam. The more valuable the trea- 
© ſure, the greater would. be the baſe- 
: neſs of ſtealing it: and who. would 
ba incur a guilt ſo deep, as robbing her 

| 2 Nn 
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a * friends of this lady Now, Madam, 
if you pleaſe,” And, with theſe nde 
he led her up the room, ( 


The 800 e and Shop began. 
n any thing half ſo graceful 
ſeen as both! Ophelia, leſs intimidated, 
becauſe unknown, verified theſe lines of 


0 ONE 9 GT 5 4 1 

: Where er 7 turns, the Graces homage * 

2 8 with arms s ſublime, that floats upon ts = 
SR”. 


© In gliding _ ſhe wins sher ary way? 


43 


reer 


. 
. 
* _ — . — — 5 0 — 2_= 3 
Bend Ih Bo ct: — — a 2 er - 5 . . 2c N 
ol — te 2 9 — — ——— — = . — — — . ons LoL nr on nn > nb Ie yy — — 
bf 1 > XS: / — — = — — = = 
eres . 2 CAC GETS 8 n „„ ˙ - ( RED . — - ** 
3 by — — 77 = 5 7 c p Hs, + 4d. - — — > = "a" — — — _ — — 
Nin — — * IA nr — , — . — — — 
—— r . — — 2 1 r — — K— - 2 — - — 
7 X — — — EIS > . < — — pon s 
4 3 * — — 5 | = * oe © go emf — — - — — AI - — 
LR OL = * ELIE: 4 5 . — —— x — 2 — — —— 2 
—— - J — — TE I 
Med. % — = IE. 2 
© ; 7 ny: 
5 er: : IT $ = — eedigs — 
— x - —_— — < = 
2 — 2 


* 
z 


—— — 
— 


r 
" 
8 —— 
7 
2 5 22 
— 
— 


When "0 finiſhed, as the unknown 
led her to her party, he flopped her, as 
they came near, and ſaid, in the ſofteſt 
tone, Are you one of my votaries ? du” 
© Yes, indeed,” anſwered ſhe, © moſt 
truly fo, in your mufical department.” WET | 
« And, if Emiſtake ä ſaid he, you = 
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lately. Ves, ungrateful beauty for 
« your ſake I tinctured the ſprings of 


„ Briſtol with a more healing quality, 


c and reſtored. the bloom in your 
1 cheeks, at the hazard of my own 


ce peace } But what would L not do to 


e ferve you? 


Almoſt alarmed, yet curious to know 
who this might be, Ophelia moved ſome 
ſteps to jeave him. Stay,” ſaid, he, 
preſſing her hand, “ you have nothing 
«. to fear” In ſome confuſion, ' ſhe 
looked down, and ſtruck a few chords 
on her lute, with a. graceful Al — 


« The harmony of your. voice,” ſaid 


be, © is more pleaſing to me than that 
c of your fingers 3 though Fr om the 
e chariot of day I have often liſtened 
<« with rapture to the ſounds ey pro- 
ee £5 . ſaid phate, 
« you 


& have alſoexperienced my phyſical aid 


[4 
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© you mean to addreſs: theſe compliments: 


* ro ſome other. I have three ſifters 


here, perhaps to one of them.“ — 


« Why do you call them ers? Do. 


& you imagine I do not know how little 


% your mind is related to two of them, 


and how new the-relationfhipof yout 
« perſon is to any?“ © Good Heavens!“ 


faid ſhe, © who are you, who ſeem to 


* know all my concerns ? Lam not ac- 

* quainted with your voice.” © I know 
e yon perfectly, ſaid he; and then re- 
peated, in a low tone, Ves, I ſhall 


indeed love you for ever! 1 fear, even | 
* that terrible moment which gives vou 


* ts another will not annihilate my 


love. Do you know me now ?—You 
«. cannot have forgotten thofe words.” 


* Too much reaſon,” ſaid Ophelia, fgh- 
tg, © have I to remember them! but 


there is one here, my Lord, to whom 


© thoſe words EY be addreſſed with 
more 
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more propriety than to me.“ -* Yon 
% miſtake,” ſaid Lord Belvour (for it 
was he t) © rhe perſon you allude to, 
receives the offer of my hand-with 
* the ſame coldneſs you do that of my 
&« heart; and I begin to have hopes ſhe 
„will refuſe it.“ FE 


> a a. mic 


As he ſaid this the party came to- 
- wards them, and he mingled with the 
crowd. Ophelia marked, however, that 
he kept his eye fixed on her till Ellars 
came up, and then, with a deep figh, 
he left the rooms. | 


dn, Fond — — | yd _ 


2 „ 


They queſtioned Ophelia as to what 
he had ſaid; but ſhe anſwered ſlightly; 
and they ſoon forgot every thing about 
bim. The remainder of the evening 
preſented nothing particular; and they 
retired early. | 


o bes Md ed 


On 
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F 


on the Sunday after, Ophelia was pre- 


ſented at court ; and ſhe could not help 
ſmiling at the amazement of the two la- 


dies who had ſeen her at the playhouſe : 


they ſeemed transfixed and ſtupid. 


od 


From this time, for the ſpace of a 


week, amuſement ſucceeded to amuſe- 
ment. But, amidſt a round of diver- 
ſions, which though they amuſed her 
fancy, had no power to intereſt her 
heart, Ophelia ſighed in filence ! She 
fickened in the glare of ſplendor, and in 
the very reſidence of gaicty, bled in- 
wardly | | 


* 


The idea ſhe had ſo long ſtrove to 


baniſh, now daily revived in her mind, 


and gained ſuch ſtrength, as to make 
her completely miſerable. She longed 
again to taſte the ſweetneſs of. retire- 


— 


ment; 
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ment; and, under the fimple garb of 

Ophelia Melbourne, hide a free and f 

, bounding heart; which all the glitter. . 

ing dreſs of Lady Ophelia Lumley 

; could not make happy! © Oh vie : 

_ fimple et heurouſe, would ſhe cry; * 1 

* 'aime que vous] Pourquoi ee 5 

* d'auire biens trompeurs ſoient Venus 
*© me ſurprendre, et troubler le "OP de 

% ma vie! 


One morning, as ſhe was fitting at 
work with Lady Clifford, expect- 


ing Ellars every” minute, a note was 

delivered to her, which contained the b 

following words : 8 
% A fatal accident obliges me to 20 

&« requeſt, that my deareſt Lady Ophe - 

« lia will come immediately to Groſ- 

«© yenor-Square. I ſhould not make 


* this requeſt, did I not hope Lady 
5 66“ Clifford 
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Clifford will give you the ſanction of 
« her company. Ob, my ſweeteſt girl, 
«4 how are all my hopes fruſtrated? 
« My ſon, my Ellars is dying! Do not 
„let your gentle nature be foo much 
< ſhocked, but come immgdiacely to 
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Lady Ophelia, terrified and grieved, | —_ 
gave the note to Lady Clifford, and | * 5 
burſt into tears. Let us go, my 1 N 
dear aunt,” :faid the; e let ug fee © 
« the poor Ellars! Perhaps we may 1 
arrive too late. What can have _ ER 1 

© pened * | 


— 
— 
a 


The chariot was ordered immediately, 
and they got there in leſs than an hour. 
1 


n 


/ 
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Lord Clermont met them in the draws 


ing-room : he took a hand of each, and 


wept. Ophelia wept too. © My ſweet | 


& girl,” ſaid he, © how kind are theſe 
6 tears J“ oi ry 1607 4). 


TY 


Lady Clifford then made enquiries; 


and learnt that Lord Ellars had rode 
out the preceding day, on a very ſpi- 
rited horſe, who, taking fright at 
ſomething, ran away with, and threw 
bim over the brow of a hill; by which 
accident he had been ſo dreadfully hurt, 
as to leave no hopes of his living above 
 four-and-twenty hours; but that he 
was perfectly ſenſible, and wiſhed to ſee 
Ophelia extremely: Lead me to 
«& him,” ſaid ſhe, weeping violently ; 
5 let me haſten to give him all the 
«© comfort in my. power!“ 


Lady 


ELUMLEY-HOUSE. 145 

Lady Clifford inſiſted on her having 
fome drops - before ſhe ſaw him; and 
Lord Clermont went to prepare his ſon. 

He returned ſoon after: ſhe ſtretched ; 
out her hand to him in filence, and La- 


dy Clifford took the other. 


As they led her towards poor Ellars, 
he exclaimed, © My Ophelia! how 
© kind! Give me your- hand, my 
„love.“ She knelt by his bedſide, in 
ſpeechleſs ſorrow. My deareſt Ophe- 
© lia,” ſaid he, „I have a requeſt to 
* make, which if you grant me, I ſhall 
die in peace.“ Any thing, my 
dear Sir, ſaid ſhe; * but let me hope 
you have many years of happy life to 
come.“ © No, my beloved,” ſaid he, 
ſeriouſly ; „ if any thing could reno- 


vate me, this goodneſs would; and” 


6 in a degree it does. You will Have 
*.the reflection — a ſweet one, my 
vor. III. H „ Ophelia, 
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<< Ophelia, to gentleneſs like yours 


„that you have ſmoothed the brow of 
« death to me, and gilded the evening | 
« of my days with a ſerenity I could 

« ſcarcely have hoped : but I muſt die. 

% In death will you be mine?“ Am ; 
I I not yours ?” {ſaid ſhe ; © be but well, 
and I will be all your own !” “ Alas!” \ 

replied he, 4 if for that we delay it, it MW 1 

“ will: never be. Will. you, beſt of 
women, give me your hand imme- 

40 diately gow. c Heavens!” ſaid ſhe, 3 
what do you aſk? Confider—— 
My love,” interrupted he, there \ 
is no time to conſider! All I wiſh, ] 
is, to leave you my name and my f 
=o fortune. Ophelia, do not deny me 8 
ec this poor conſolation. Lady Clifford, V 
vill you intercede for me? Determine | e 
„ no, my love; for I am going faſt.” I 
They all wept; but Ophelia could not 
zetule his venere requeſt ſo moving 10 


enforced. 


- 
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enforced, She conſented, and n 
to een > her mind. 4 


e ihe . he gave 
it as his opinion that Ellars could not 
live till the morning. In the mean 


while, Lord Clermont ſent for a PR 
licence, and his chaplain. 


About four o'clock in the afternoon, 
| the weeping Ophelia gave her hand to 
her dying lover, who received the gift 
with a becoming calmneſs. _ She then 
left the room, and took ſome flight re- 


freſhments, while he ſettled his affairs. 


She then returned, and watched by him, 
with Lady Clifford, till about three 


o'clock in the morning; when, call- 
ing her towards him, he ſaid, I 


am going, my beloved! Celeſtial 


P forms like thine, ſweet angel, wait 
1 0 
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ce to receive me. Adieu, my deareſt 
« Ophelia, till we meet in eternity!“ 
He endeavoured to proceed farther, but 
was unable. — His parting breath ho- 
vered on her lips for a moment then 
left him for ever 155 
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CHAPTER X. 


WI DOW HOOD. 


| O PH ELI A, to whom Death was 
a new and fearful object, immedi- 
ately fainted; and in that ſtate was ſlie 
conveyed to another room. On her 
recovery, ſhe was ſo weak and low, 
that ſhe was wholly unable to ſee Lord 
Clermont. They remained there until 
twelve o'clock at noon; and Ophelia, 
in chat ſpace, wrote a note to the Earl, 
to ſay ſne begged he would excuſe her 
ſeeing him, as the found it impoſſble to 
ſtay there any longer: but that ſhe 
ſhould hope to viſit him as ſoon as pro- 
priety would admit, to ſettle her future 
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immediately to Harley-ftreet 3 and Se- 
phia remained with her friend till after 
the reading of the Will, and che fune- 


530. No 1 N OU K. 
plans. They then returned tO Harley- 
ſtrcet. | 


Orders were given, in reſpect to Lady 
Ellars, that no company ſhould be ad- 
mitted, except Mrs. Alwin, Sophia, and 


the Marquis. The two former came 


k was — dat Ellars had lekto | 
Ophelia all his independent fortune 


(except a few legacies) which was full 
three thouſand a year. | She put on. 
weeds, and intreated Lady Clifford's 
*conſent to retire into Kent, till the firſt 


year of her widowhood ſhould.; 
pired. She alſo ſolicited Len 


mont's permiſſion. Both gave their 


conſen. After ſettling her affairs, and 
conſenting” 
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confenting to receive the income Lord 
Ellars had left her, while from her own 
_ eftate the deducted no allowance, the 4 
young and beautiful widow (for yet ſhe | | 
was but eighteen) took leave of all her = 
friends; and prepared for her e | | ql 
ure. | | 5 — il 
_ | 
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Lady Ellars was ſeated, one day, 
writing to Mrs. Overbury (in order to 
ſay ſhe ſhould hope to be with them in 
two days) in the drawing-room; when 
the door opened, and Belvour, who 

had not feen ker ſitree Her märtiage, 
came in. The ſolemn flow of her long — 
black garments, as ſhe rofe with em. 
tion to receive him, ſeemed to ftrike- '' 
him with a kind of awe. He bowed in 
lence + the courtefied, and Wold have 
tetired. © If,” ſaid he, in 4 tremblitig 
voice, “ diſturb you Ladyſhip, 1 wil 
i leave the room: I ho ped you would 
H 4 4 not 
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not conſider me as a ſtranger.“ She 
bowed, and reſeated herſelf. He gazed 
on her with a timid kind of admiration, 
which gave her ſome confuſion. A 
faint bluſh tinged her cheek, which, 
when he. perceived, he caſt his eyes 
down; and ſhe gained a little more 
courage. I know not,” ſaid he, at 
length, whether it may be proper to 
<« offer your Ladyſhip my condolence 
c on the late afflicting occurrence; but 
you have ſometimes: allowed me the 
er title of your friend ; and, as ſuch, I 
c truſt the ſincerity with which. I hope 
your health. has not been ne 
1 will, not. es diſpleaſing.”, 


17 * Ellars bowed, ol ſaid ſhe was 
Henes than-ſhe had been, though ye 
very unwell, Belvour appeared at a 
loſs what to ſay; when, to her great 
relief, Lady e came in, „ Sbe 

| ſtſtarted. 


- 


a 


ſtarted to ſee them together, and ſaid, 


' £.0h brother, 1. did not know you was 
here! — Have you finiſhed your let- - 
© ter, Lady Ellars ?* — Belvour ſeemed - 
to ſtart at that name, and fixed his eyes - 
on Ophelia, with a figh. - She roſe to 


go once more, and at the door met Eu- 
genia. Sophia then followed her; but 


Ophelia entangling her train in the 


door, the Marquis came to diſengage 
it; and the expreſſive glance he caſt on 


her, covered her with confuſion. She 


got away at laſt; and determined never 
to fit alone in the drawing- room again 
while ſhe continued in town. . 2 


In two days after this occurrence; 
Lady Ellars and her maid, in a plain 


black chariot, attended by one foot- 
man, which was all, the retinue ſhe 
would admit of, ſet off for the parſon- 
age, and reached it about ten o'clock 


3. the 
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1 945 
the ſame night. The moon ſhone 
brightly on the woods of Lumley; and 
Ophelia ſighed deeply when ſhe re- 
flected on the various ſcenes ſhe had 
paſſed fince laſt ſhe bade them adieu : 


and when ſhe looked down on the fable 


babit ſhe wore, ſhe gave a tear un- 
mixed to the memory of the noble and 
"ont Ellars. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Overbury received the 


fair mourner with mingled tears and 


embraces. They wept over the idea of 
poor Ellars ; and they ' congratulated 
Ophelia on the happy diſcovery that 
had taken place. A ſweet melange of 
joy and ſorrow kept them waking till 
very late. Although in the ſad boſom 
of Lady Ellars the latter much predo- 
minated, her noble fortunes had but few 

charms for her, fince Belvour could not 


ſhe 


— 
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me was to find herſelf deſtended of 4 


noble fathily, and one the ſo much re- 


vered, it had not: power to calm the 
forrows of her boſom. Sincerely grieved 
as ſhe was for the death of Ellars, ſhe 


could not facrifice to his memory her 


love for Belvour; yet ſhe indulged not 
herſelf in thinking of him, or wearing 


his picture; juſtly conceiving it would 


be the heighth of indelicacy to ““ bear 
ec about the mockery of woe” for one 
man, while the portrait. of e was 
in her boſom. FR 

8 Opel, ſeated once more in her feſt 
pb retirement, ſoon fell into her ac- 
cuſtomed habits; and greatly as ſhe 
miſſed · the Clifford family, to whoſe ſo- 


ciety ſhe had ſo long been accuſtomed, 


yet her time was tolerably well em- 


ployed by her books, her pencil, her 
. and, above all, in writing to her- 
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dear friends. In this manner ſhe en 
a month, and found herſelf more ſerene 
than ſhe had been for many before. 
They talked often about Ellars; and 
ſhe found much ſatisfaction in the re- 
flection he had predicted would be a 
| ech to her. 


A the expiration of the month Mr: 
and Mrs. Alwin came; and, equally to 
the ſurprize and gratification of I ady 
Ellars and her friends, Lord Clermont 
accompanied them. They all ſtaid fix 
weeks, and then left Kent : Lord Cler- 

mont went to his ſeat in Hampſhire, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Alvin returned to 
Devonſhire. | 


Tod 1 took care that his. 
9 daughter ſhould have all the new pub- 
lications : he alſo ordered for her a ca- 


"BOY Ree ons TE: Kirkman ; expen- 
five 


— 


IS 
five. prints, the beſt colours for- draw- 
ing, and every thing which he thought 
| might be the means of amuſing her.— 
But the chief pleaſure and principal em- 
ployment of Ophelia, was the extenſive 
benevolence. ſhe. conſtantly | exerciſed, 
She had very little uſe. for the money 
ſhe. received; and the larger part was 


generally ex pended in acts of benevo⸗ 
lence and charity 
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Lady Ellars inſtituted a ſchool for 
twenty girls, the daughters of farmers 
and the lower ſort of mechanics. A 
proper governeſs was recommended, 
who ſeconded Ophelia s views very 
well. They were taught to read, 
write, and caſt accounts; all kinds as 
needle - work. and domeſtic employ- 
ments. The ſtricteſt attention Was mob 
o their morals, . 
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Lady Fllars took particular delight 


in teaching ſome of the molt i ingenious 
of the girls drawing, that they might 
be able to deſign their own patterns 
with taſte and elegance. Her Lady- 
ſhip found this to be a charming relief. 
Thoſe alſo with whom the governzſs 
was particularly pleaſed, Lady Ellars 
diſtinguiſhed by a dark blue ribbon, 
as her favourites. This was made into 
a bow, and placed on their boſoms:— 


and the many young hearts which beat 


under this token of approbation and 


reward of virtue, were rendered infi- 


nitely more happy by it, than many of 


thoſe who are ſuperbly decorated with | 


hce and. Jewels. 


Lady Ellars, perhaps, took the more 


pleaſure in this employment, on ac- 
count of the hopes which ſhe enter- 


tained 52 ſpending her future life in that 


| agrecable 
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CHAPTER X. 


4 


| A TOUR. - | EZ 
about three quarters of a year from: 
the time of Lady Ellars coming into 
Eent, ſhe received a letter from Sophia, 
which, towards the end, contained theſe 
words | g 


„ Ofmond and his family, as well as 

«© my father, began to be very impa- 

5 tient for the completion of the double 

„ marriage; and nothing but the very 

5 ſtrange behaviour of Eugenia now: 

5 „ delays it. She ſeems. inattentive to 
«© almoſt every body but Lady Clara, 

& who has lately (you know ſhe 18 not 


800 reſerved) introduced in Harley- 
4 | 6 ſtreet: 


” 


EE 
* * 
* : Son „ 


* IG f 
; l $87 I: F ” bg 
A? 3 LW BE ine i gt PPP r Et tri dt Gerrit OE er ar * * 
4 3 , 
- * 
* 


&* ſtrect. two young men of good fami- 
« bp, but ſmall fortunes. One is an 
& officer, named Sidney ; the other- 
(nobody knows what) Lady. Clara. 
„ ſeems. very partial to: his name is 
Stafford. Captain Sidney appears 
« very attentive to Eugenia; and I am 
really afraid he will make himſelf too 
4 agreeable to the unthinking girl, 
e who, to ſay the truth, has ſome ex- 
cuſe in the coldneſs of my brother, 
e who, although he is perfectlj y polite 
and ..:attentive to her, knows not 
< how to feign a paſſion he does not 
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Lady Clifford looks very ; coolly 
on theſe: two. young men; but they 
“ are not eaſily daunted, neither is 
their behaviour ſufficiently particular 


7% wo, gude Omen to aſk. an explana- 7 


* tion. 
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<« tion. Altogether, we are in an awk- 
& ward fituation.” 


It may eaſily be imagined chat Ophe- 


lia's heart palpitated no little on reading 
this; and that it raifed hopes in her 
mind ſhe could not eafily overcome. 
To diffipate this impreffion, ſhe em- 
ployed herſelf more conſtantly than 
ever; and ſpent great part of her time 


in her ſchool, which flouriſhed ſtill more 
every day. The moment the children 
perceived Lady Ellars, they would fly 
to meet her, and kiſs her hand. Each 


was anxious to ſhew her work, her writ- 
ing, or perhaps her drawing: and it af- 
| forded a deal of pleaſure to fee the 
| emulation her praiſe excited; 


In theſe fect and ihnocerit EY 
ments the firſt year of her widowhood 
paſſed away z and ſhe then requeſted. 

" permiſſion 
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permiſſion. of Lady Clifford to take a 


tour to all her eſtates in different coun- 


dies; v Whie h Was N e 


Lady Ellars ordered a new © ad 

down: and the firſt day of her putting, - 
en ſecond mourning, herſelf, her two 
friends, and her woman, ſer aff, atiend- 


ed by two footmen. The firſt eftate 


they viſited was in Hampſhire ; it was a 


noble houſe; on a large tract of land, 
hid out iti the moſt beautiful martier, 
and occupied by an agreeable family; 


where they were ſo well entertained, . 


that they remained there three or four 
days. They then went to Ellars Place, 


where Lord Clermont reſided. His 
Lordſhip was charmed with a viſit ſo 
unexpectedly, and endeavoured all he 


could to perſuade them to continue with 


hien for a month ar two; but they ſtaid 
only a week. From thence Ophelia 
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choſe to go to the ſeat in Dorſerſhirs 


from whence her parents had departed 
when they went to France. They were 


informed that the houſe was tenanted 


by a gentleman of good family and 


{mall fortune: that he had married a 
woman as poor as himſelf, by whom he 


had two children, girls, whoſe fate was 
deplorable, in having a mother who was 
very ignorant, and a father Who was 
very proud: and, in a word, chat they 
lived in a ſtate of poverty and diſtreſs. 

Ophelia wrote a note from the inn to 
_ thus: | 


J Lady Ellars ( the, preſent proprietor 
« of Weſthill, and the daughter of the 


& late Earl Lumley) preſents her com- 
266. pliments co Mr. and Mics. Maitland: 
and, it it is, perfectly convenient, 
45 would thank them for permiſſion to 


« yiew the houſe and eſtate, as the 


6 wiſhes 
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er wiſhes'to know its preſent condition 
& re en to her _—_ of age. | 


TY: * * : 03 


The anſwer was as follows: 


Mr. and Mrs. Maitland return their 
© moſt reſpectful compliments to Lady 
« Ellars; and beg ſhe will be affured 
that the preſence. of any deſcendant | 
© from the noble family of Lumley, 
© muſt be eſteemed an honour to Weſt- 
0 hill and its inhabitants. 


This charac note determined 
their proceedings; and, after an early din- 
ner, drove to Weſthill. Ophelia ſighed as 
the coach entered the avenue ; reflecting 
that this was the ſeat to which her fa- 
ther had firſt carried his bride; and 
that ſhe herſelf had paſſed the gates in 
the company of parents ſhe then knew. 
not the value of. Nay, ſo ſtrongly did 
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this idea work in her imagination, chat 
ſhe even. fancied ſhe, recognized ſome 
of the objects about her. The iron 
gates were {et open. The appearance 
of the houſe and gardens was perfectly 
deſcriptive of the inhabitants. The 
large trees, uncut, either grew luxu- 
riantly into each other, or, being half. 
dead, ſhewed no ſign of returning ve- 
getation, although the month was May. 
The graſs of the lawns grew high, and 
afforded ſubſiſtence to one poor ſolitary 
horſe. Some of the windows were 
cloſed up, and not a few panes were 
broken. 92 


They alighted at the door, and 
Mr. Maitland came to receive them. 
He gazed, with a mixture of admiration 
and wonder, on Lady Ellars. Her 
Ladyſhip introduced her friends to him. 


Mr. Maitland led her up the ſteps, 
- through 


167 

through a hall, and then they entered a 
parlour; the furniture of which had a 
mixture of finery and poverty, very ri- 
diculous. The chairs were many of 
them broken; but their cuſhions were 
filk : and though the tables were heavy 
and inconvenient, they were of inlaid 
wood. It was in this parlour they ſaw 
Mrs. Maitland, who appeared exceed- 
ingly confuſed and awkward. She had 
been a very handſome woman; but was 
now rather thin and pale. The chil- 
- dren were not preſent; ' A. converſation 
for ſome time took place, on yarious: 
ſubje&ts ; and during which Lady Ellars. 
diſcov ered that theſe POor people paid 
a high rent for a houſe which was tog 
large by one half for them. Ophelia 
took occaſion to hint, that for ſuch a 
{mall family as * theirs, a leſs houſe 
would be far more convenient. To 
tis M Maitland made anſwer, ** The 


66 obſer- 
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* obſervation your Ladyſhip has made 


& 1s certainly right; but though we 
& are not rich, yet we are of a very 
% good and ancient family; and would 
c not, for the whole world, degrade 
& the honour of our anceſtors, by oc- 
ce cupying a ſmall houſe. No: Thave 
* all. my life been uſed to a large 
ce apartment, and ſhould fancy myſelf 
ce '{lifled in a ſmaller one than what we 


4 poſſeſs.“ 


Ophelia perceiving this to be an un- 
pleaſant ſubject to Mrs. Maitland, very 


prudently dropped it; and replied, that 


any repairs her guardian might think 


neceſſary, ſhould be immediately given 


orders for. 


Mr. Maitland then ſaid, “ It is little 


« marvel that we ſhould be unac- 
. quainted with what is going on in 


cc the 
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<'the world, as we live ſo much out 
« of it; but may I beg your Lady- 
« ſhip's pardon if 1 ſay I cannot help 
«© wondering that I ſhould never have 
« heard that the Earl of Lumley had 
« left any children! We pay our rent 
to an agent of Lord Clifford, who, I 
«© underſtand, married the Earl of 
« Lumley's faſter ; and we always ima- 
« gined that he inherited the eſtates of 
his brother-in-law.” It was for a 
long time ſuppoſed ſo,” replied Lady 
« Ellars; © and a very ſtrange accident 
indeed, placed me early with Mr. 
© Overbury, while all my relations ima- 
* gined 1 had periſhed in the ſtorm 
with my parents; but an old ſervant: 
of my father's ſo ſtrongly identified 
© me, that no one ever had the leaſt 
idea of doubtirlg the authenticity of 
© what the ſervant aſſerted. The cir- El 
* cumſtances are of too great a length _ 
you ML 4+ on hl 
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to be at: preſent related; but they 
were publicly known in London, 
my preſentation at court ene 
followed the diſcovery “ 


I am very much obliged to your 
< Ladyſhip, for your kind informa- 
<« tion,” replied Mr. Maitland, with a 
low bow; but was not the late Earl's 
% name alſo Lumley?” © It was fo,” 
anſwered Lady Ellars ; and J was pre- 
© ſented to his Majeſty, at St. James's, 
© by my father's name, that preceding 
© my marriage with Lord Ellars.' — 
Mr. Maitland here made ſeveral apo- 
logies for his queſtions; at the ſame 
time begged Ophelia's pardon, and ſaid, 
< I hope your Ladyſhip does not think 
me impertinent ?”” No, not in the 
© leaſt, Sir, replied Lady Ellars, © Your 

*- curjolity was very natural.” 


Mr, 
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| Mr. Maitland did not think proper 


to make any more enquiries; but the 


little which Ophelia had related to him 


engaged his attention very much; and 


while he talked with Lady Ellars, Mrs. 


Maitland queſtioned - Mrs. Overbury ; 


who anſwered her, without the leaſt re- 
eve. 


Lady Ellars aſked Mr. Maitland, 
if ſhe could have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
the young ladies before ſhe took her 
leave of Weſthill? He coloured at 
this, and replied, © Your Ladyſhip does 
« them too much honour ; they are 
« wholly untaught; but I hope you 


« will be ſo good as to excuſe their 


« want of politeneſs.” He then went 


to fetch them, while Mrs. Maitland, 


apparently anxious for the reception of 
her children, was lamenting that they 
= NES had 
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had it not in their power to give them 


cretly pitied the fate of theſe poor girls, 
reſolving to receive them kindly, and 
do every thing to aſſiſt them. 


% + 
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CHAPTER XII. 


A FAVOUR. 


W HILE Lady Ellars was deter- 
mining on the beſt manner to 
ſhew her friendſhip to the children of 
theſe poor people, Mr. Maitland re- 
turned with his two daughters; the 
eldeſt of whom was about fourteen ;' the 
other only fix years old. They were 
not ſo awkward as Ophelia had ex- 
pected, from what ſhe had heard. They 
were both well made; and Emily, the 
youngeſt, was extremely pretty. They 
bluſhed, with a painful-confuſion, when 
their father introduced them to her 
Ladyſhip; and returned no other an- 
fiver to her kind ſpeeches than low 
I 3 cf 


7s LUMLEY-HOUSE. 
T* : 


courteſies and downcaſt looks. Her 
Ladyſhip made them ſit by her, and 
faid every thing ſhe could think of 
to encourage them. The timidity of 
- the youngeſt wore off before that of her 
| fiſter; and ſhe anſwered Lady Ellars's 
queſtions with ſome degree of livelineſs. 

Lady Ellars then faid to her, “ You 


1. rc are extremely good, and very well- 


„ behaved ; but if you will prevail on 
<6; your papa and mamma to ſpare yon 
e and your filter for ſome time, I will 
, ſhew you twenty little girls, all very 
4 good, who work and read, and write 
* ſo nicely, you would be aſtoniſhed 
6 and delighted to fee them. Will 
« you go with me, my dear? Aſk 
. your papa if he will let you go into 
4 Kent, you ſhall there find maſters 
% who will teach you the accompliſh- 
« ments a wen crap ſhould _ 
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« learn them here.“ 


Miſs 
ve 


ing you 


> & 


Mr. Mait- 
alt 


* 
* 


ill 


*. 


Lady Ellars 


0 will not be troubled with yOu, or 1 


# . 


| was quite elated at the 


offer Lady Ellars made ber; and im- 


"Sin 


in intr 
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14 


4. 


Indeed, Sir, replied 


Sir 
To this 


< to her care. 
invite 
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be too happy 


» 


tation,” 


he . greateſt care of them, and 


© likewiſe. eſteeming myſelf 


x 


Wo - 


iged to you. Since my Lord's un» 


* fortunate death, I have reſided wholly 


—— 


I am ſure they will confent to 


ing t 


* * 


0 


mediately ran to her father, calling out, 


© Julia go wich this lady?“ 


Und lau 


Sir, Sir, will you, 


« ſhould 


* to 
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Overbury made ſuitable anſwers ; and 
Mr. Maitland gave a look at his wiſe. 
«© Come, Sir,” ſaid Lady Ellars, © 1 
% know this propofaF may want con- 
c fideration, and therefore I will hope 
c for your anſwer to-morrow at the 
6% inn. You may reſt yourſelf aſſured 
% on my conyeying them ſafe back to. 
% you whenever you wiſh for their re- 
« turn.” *« Your Ladyſhip's tender- 
en, anſwered Mr. Maitland, I can. 
never ſufficiently acknowledge. Your 
generous propoſal, Madam, requires 
no conſideration; I ſhould be too 
happy in complying ; ; but I do not 
know whether Mrs. Maitland can 
ſpare Julia, who 1s a little uſeful in 
our domeſtic matters.” Very true, 
Sir,” replied Lady Ellars; * and I 
know nothing that can recompence 
« Mrs. Maitland for the loſs of ſuch 
* Charming corp, excepting the 

| "0 certainty, 
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6e certainty, that they are. improving; in. 


4 c accompliſhments ras; the, dig 2 


6 . of their bn eee er 


i 4 : 4 * 


. 


1 5 Mauland v was all in tears of a gra- | 
tirude for Lady Ellars's, generoſity, and 


faid, that no conſideration of her ow 


eaſe ſhould be the means of prevent- 
ing her daughters from profiting: by 
fo kind an offer; but Julia, weeping 


and , bluſhing, kindly thanked Lady 
Ellars for her goodneſs; and exprefled 


regret that it was not in her power to 


accept ſo, valuable a gift from her 
Ladyſhip; but, her mother being in 
ſo poor a ſtate of health, ſhe could not 


chink of leaving her, as it was her duty 


to do every thing that could be of * 
leaſt aſſiſtance to ſo indulging 2 parent. 


Then ſhe courteſied, and hoped chat 
Lady Ellars would excuſe her going. 
Onli WAS, delighted to, hear ty 1 
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: preſs fo much affection for her mother: 
and ſaid, . Your tenderneſs charms 
« me, my ſweet girl; but 1 think it 
« would do as well, if we could pre- 
1 vail on Mrs. Maitland to add an ex- 
ie perienced ſervant to her family, who 
- would ſupply your place in all do- 
ee meſtic affairs: but,” continued her 
Ladyſhip, bluſhing at the ſame time, 
* as we are to be the means of an ad- 
« ditional expence to your mamma, 
„ by robbing her of both her daugh- 
© ters, be ſo good as uſe your influ- 
* ence, my love, to prevail on her to 
0 accept this trifle. In ſaying this, 
Lady Ellars put a ſmall caſe into Miſs 
Maitland's hand, which contained an 
Hundred pounds in bank-bills; and 
23 og her g roſe 25 to * 


Mr. Maitland ed with a er 
bluſh i in his countenance, and 2 a tear in 
| - „„ his 
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His eye, and intreated Lady Ellars to ſit 


down again; his heart was quite full: 


he ſeemed as if he intended to ſay 


ſomething to her Ladyſhip, by way of 
expreſſing his gratitude for her bounty 


but found himſelf unable to utter a 
wond.. The little Emily dong round 


Lady Ellars, perceiving the agitation: 
of Mr. Maitland's mind, ſaid to him, 
with a moſt reſpectful air, I am much 
< afraid, Sir, you will be offended by 
© my impertinent interference in the 
« affairs of your family; but, if you 
6 will promiſe me to defer this ſubject 
until J am gone, and favour me with 
6 your anſwer in the morning, I will 
« continue here half an hour longer, 
with a great deal. of pleaſure.” He 
ſighed, and ſaid, her Ladyſhip's com- 


wands. were of too obliging a - nature 


£200] 16 not: 


1 
"F835 
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in the tea : and a little after ſeven, they 
took leave; Lady Ears begging Miſt 
Maitland to ufe all her influence with 


her mother. The young lady courte- 
fied and bluſhed, with the tears on her 


| cheeks. Emily kiſſed Lady Ellars's 


hand, who bent down and embraced _ 


her: and her Ladyſhip quitted the 


houfe really anxious. far the ſucceſs of 


her _ . 


In the morning Mr. Maitland came; 
and after declaring how infinitely - he 
was obliged to Lady Ellars, conſented, 
with the greateſt pleaſure, to her taking 
the children with her. He mentioned 
a a wiſh that ſhe would receive her noble 
mo again; ; but ſhe abſoluccly Fes. 


tuled 


not to be obeyed. Lady Ellars now ſat, 
down, and Mr. Maitland caſt a glance 
at his wife, who put the caſe into her 
pocket. A clumſy awkward girl brought 


1 1 —_ 1 
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fuſed it. He returned in Lady Ellars's 
coach, which was to bring the young 
ladies back. They arrived about an 
hour afterwards. Julia was exceed 
ingly affected at leaving her mother; 
and Lady Ellars congratulated her on 
a tenderneſs of heart ſo truly am . 
and bernowng, ; 


4 kis adventure: determined Jay 
Ellars and her party not to viſit any 
other eſtate for the preſent ; and, hiring 
a poſt-chaiſe, which carried her Lady- 
ſhip's woman and Emily, they returned 
to the parſonage; having been abſent 
2 formight. : 


e on their ab Ophelia 
procured proper maſters from the next - 
town, and materials for their cloaths. 


She had them both taught dancing:: 15 
ſhe i inſtructed them herſ elf in embroi- 


dery 3 


* 


182 GunIET- nE. 3 
dery, and; with the aſſiſtance. of Mrs. 


Overbury, all kind of needle - work. 


Mr. Overbury taught them writing and 


reading. The eldeſt, whole diſpoſi- 


tion was one of the ſweeteſt in the 


world, ſhewed a particular partiality for 


muſic, and ſung remarkably well; and 


Ophelia gratified her, by procuring a. 
maſter. Emily, who: was more lively, 
learnt French; but Julia, who had leſs. 


time before her, contented herſelf with 


reading Engliſh. Both learnt. drawing, 


aud manifeſted an excellent capacity in 
all they undertook. When Ophelia 


had ſettled the plan ſhe intended them 


to purſue, ſhe wrote to her friends, in 


forming them of her return, and what 


| the þ had done in her tour. 


As Lay: Fllars 18 to Wi off 


ber mourning,” ſhe indulged herſelf in 


Wearing Belvour's Oey with which 


9 5 ſhe 
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e * q i 
i CHAPTER. XII.. 


A Dirne 


CGGRIEVED by the filence of her friend, 
and dreading its cauſe, Lady Ellars 
one evening ſtrolled down to the ſum- 
mer-houſe, with her lute on her arm; I 
and ſeating herſelf, ſhe played a few 
ars: ba a variety of ideas ruſhed: W | 


on her mind, and ſhe laid it on the I 
table. Then Jeaning her cheek on her , 
hand, ſhe drew from her 1 oom the x 
picture of Belvour, and addreſſed it in 
the tendereſt manner. She bade it ber 
witnels to the love ſhe had ever felt for 1 
its dear OF ginal, and. the tears ſhe had R 

5 | s hed | - 


4 4 ol 1 
* * F 
2 y 
. * — * 
* 
* _ 
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| hed as well ok his 5 ſufferings as her -..- 
own. „„ ; | HOME 


| She held this melancholy kind of 
converſation with the picture ſome time; 
then looking up, ſhe ſaw. the ſhadow of 
a man, and inſtantly Belvour entered! 

She ſcreamed, and ſtarted in an agony 

of terror: in ſo doing, the miniature 
fell unheeded from her hand. 


5 * 
— - 


Belvour advanced with a melancholy 
air; and taking her hand,  intreated ſhe 
would not be alarmed. I am doomed,” 
faid he, © to interrupt your medita» 
« tions.” Good God f ſhe exclaimed, 
a little recovered, © what brings you, 
FM, into Kent? . « Abul> MR 
wg GY ſaid he, of the utmoſt 5.4% | "1100 
“importance; but which I ſcarcely —_ 
« dare hope will ſucceed. I bringwith Wi 
me ketters from Lady Clifford and 
— my 85 
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. my ſiſter; and dared 1 to flatter my 
= « ſelf their contents would be accept- 
* able to you, I ſhould be henceforth 
the happieſt being in this world !”'— 

Hie gave her the letters, prefſing ber 
hand with his lips, and continued, I 

% will retire while your Ladyſhip reads 

I cheſez but remember that my life de 
5 pends on dee i one, 10 0 


| Ophelia, e l the if: 
patches: he retired, but {till kept in 
3 She haſtily tore open the firſt 
Came : it was ee ade 


* 


* 


Ab, my ſweet friend, what extra · 
% ordinary intelligence I have for you! 
% I know not where to begin. 1 You 
& recolle&t my telling you ſome months 

te ſince of the introduction of two young 
8. a. katy Clara Vere. Eugenia 

| : 8 lately 


£ "a7 
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« nooks ſeemed partieularly attentive to. 
« one of them, and even more cool 


(c than uſual to my brother: but ſhe, 
4 or Lady Clara Vere for her, managed 


„ fince appeared between them. In a 
* was not to be ound. 
« found a note in her dreſſing-ro:. 
* ſubſtance of it was, that as ſhe found 

4 riage they had intended for her, and 


« eee 
© ſhe thought beſt to break it off at 


« by giving her hand to the man ſhe 
* loved: and chat ſhe was gone to 
„ cc . 


* 
: , . a * 
. 
—— — ́ ſſdq ) - 9 — — ) — — 


c the affair ſo well, that we had no idea k ; 
of the particular attachment there has 


- 
- 
„ - 
1 * 
. 
—— —— ci... 


« word, - laſt Friday _— en 


4 While we were ian Ju | 
ginable conjectures, Lady Clifford 
« It was from Lady Eugenia, and the 


«* m herſelf no mclination to the mar- : 


once; and that the eafieſt x way Was, | 
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„„ Scotland with Captain Sidney. It 


* concluded, with deſiring Lady Clif. 


« ford would not be uneaſy, as ſhe was 


6 n n 


* Could you, my amiable friend, 


e have believed Eugenia capable of 
ce this? But theſe undetermined cha- 
« racers may be ſwayed by any body; 


5 then no wonder, by one ſo artful as 
4 Lady Clara! who, no doubt, would 


have attended her friend, if ſhe had 
% had any regard for Mr. Stafford. 


lmagine the confuſion this made 
Lord Clifford and Oſmond 'fet out in 
purſuit of the fugitives, but ſoon re- 
turned, convinced. it was impoſſible to 
overtake them. A conſultation was then 
held on what courſe. muſt be Rn 


| —_ tmey f ſhould return. 8 


2 & N > : Py . 
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e Lady Clifford was extremely ſhock- 
ed, and for ſome time incapable of . 
« thinking on any ſubject. I never 

« ſaw a man ſo enraged as Lord Clit- 
ce ford; and we were obliged to uſe all 
4 our influence to prevail on him not 
© to take a reſolution of never ſeeing 
« them again. At length, it was de- 
'« termined to forgive the miſguided 
« Eugenia, and ſettle on her an allow- 

«.ance of five hundred a year, and 
« give her five .thouſand pounds; 
« though if ſhe married with her father's 
«© conſent, ſhe would have had above 
40 —_ 


e Lady Clifford declared ſhe oath 
© never look on her again as of her fa- 

„ mily; and that for the future I and 

« her Ophelia ſhould be her only daugh- | 
«ters! This word ſeemed to raiſe an 
nd dex 3 in her mind 1 wiſhed ſhe ſhould 
FL entertain, 


\ 
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. entertain, and which * letter * 


40 4; aa 


—. 


* Oh, my. wa friend? 1 fitter o of 
* my ſoul! do not refuſe the requeſt 
< ſhe makes you, if you have the leaſt 
love for me. Be my fiſter indeed! 
£6 —Sweet hope ! ; en idea!“ 


In ͤ the vtmolſt | nien Ophelia 
opened Lady Clifford's letter; Which, 
after giving an account of the * 
| concluded 1 in ele words: 


« You now are my ls daughter 
c and the happineſs of my life ee 
% on you and my Sophia. Be to me 
c what 1 hoped. Eugenia would have 
“ been, The eagerneſs with which 
4 Belvour caught my idea, convinced 
* me of what I have long ſuſpected, 
60 that honour only! bound him to that 


60 ill 


 TVOMLEY-HOVSE. 
« ill- adviſed girl. 


« Belvour will be more ſucceſsful : 


* heart! ** 


chat Ophelia had ſo long hoped for; 
it was almoſt too much to bear! 


Pd 


19 1 
If you pity : an un- 
« fortunate mother; if you love an af- 
« fectionate friend, do not refuſe your 
4 hand to the Marquis! ! He will wait 
« a teaſonable time. Pay every reſpe& 
_ © to the memory of poor Ellars! but 
* I know your heart never loved him 
« as it is capable of loving. Perhaps 
+ 
«© once feared, now hope he will be. 
„Let me hear that you will receive 
* him, and I will come inſtantly to 
« Lumley-Houſe, and quit it only on 
& your marriage day! I- charge you, 
“ on my bleffing, Ophelia, that you do - 
An Gifappoſar t the bs] wiſh of $3 


* 
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The moment was at length arrived 


and 
She 


leaned her head on her hand, in a WBI 
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were laid on the table, returned, and 


before her, and in giving it tq her, 
he caſt on it one glance. He ſtarted, 
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* reflection, which almoſt overcame 
her : : but the Marquis ſeeing the letters 


with the utmoſt trepidation took her 
hand. May I hope,” ſaid he, that 
« my. ardent love, my faithful paſſion, 
at length may expect ſome little re- 
& turn ? I know not how ſhould not 


c have dared to urge my ſuit ſo ſoon 


—_—— 


te after He pauſed] * had not 
ce Lady Clifford given me the ſanction a 
& of her permiſhon. But you axe un- | 


<« eaſy; you know not how to refuſe 
c the entreaty of thoſe you love, and 
cc yet you cannot overcome the tender- 0 
e neſs in your boſom for the memory 


c of this dear portrait,” Till that. 


moment, ſhe never recollected the c 
dropping it; and alarmed exceſſively, WM , 
ſtooped to pick it up; but he was 


=. * 


Lay 


and 


fF 


ſunk on his knees before her; and Ophe- 
lia, covered with confuſion, e down 
on the table to- conceal her face. ; 
+ Belvour continued to gaze on the mi- 
niature. Gracious Heaven!“ ſaid 


he, © and is this indeed the long - envied 


« portrait! or do my eyes deceive me 
« MWas it on this I ſaw thoſe precious 


e teats fall! He preſſed it to his lips 3 


then ſeizing her hand, eagerly kiſſed it. 
Look on me, my Ophelia,“ ſaid he: 
* confirm by that dear voice, that my 
© happineſs is not illuſion! Tell me, 
© that indeed you do not hate me“ 


Oh, riſe my Lord,” ſaid ſhe, in a 


voice ſcarcely articulate, riſe, and 
never ſee me more! Indeed, T ne- 
ver can look upon you again. 
© me the fatal proof of 1 my weakneſs, 
Vox. III. . 6 and 

N 


1 
NE axelalned, 2 Good God! what do 
«I fee?! Oh, happy mami He 


Give 


. \- . 
= Is, 1 
8 ; 2s 
> F% ts - 
* 5 1 * 5 
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© and. go for ever? Never,“ ſaid he, 

.- claſping his arms ond her, never, 

% my adored Ophelia, will I again con- 

« ſent to our ſeparation ! And was it 

for me, then, you ſhed theſe ineſti- 

"© © mable tears, as well for my ſorrow as 

1 4 your own? Beloved girl! Was that 

& noble behaviour which I miſtook for 

“ coldneſs, the effect of true genero- 

* fity? Oh, how ſhall I expreſs my 

N % admiration ! But why, my charming 

« Ophelia, this confuſion ? Do you 

© repent the happineſs you have given 

e, me? Are you ſorry that I love and 

« admire you more fervently than 

& ever?” Oh no, my Lord,” ſhe re- 

plied ; © but I fear you muſt deſpiſe the 

* weak-minded girl, who ſo fondly gave 

her heart, without ſolicitation ; but 

indeed you do not know how I deceiv - 
| «ed PT, $60! fs 


Ophelia 
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| Ophelia raiſed her head as the ended 
this ſpeech, but ſunk it again on ſeeing 


the earneſt expreſſion of Belvour's eyes. 
He prevailed on her at length to look 


up; and a moſt intereſting explanation 


took place. 2 


Belvour ſeemed as if he could never 


enough expreſs his love and gratitude; 
and Mrs. Overbury, ſurprized by their 


long ſtay, came to ſeek them. She 


found them quietly ſeated in a conver- 


fation, which the colour in Lady El- 


lars's cheeks convinced her was no indif- 
ferent —_—.-.; 

„A1 Mrs: Overbury entered the room, 
Ophelia drew her hand from Bel vour, 
and ſaid, in ſome confuſion, Did you 


not imagine, my dear Madam, that 


«© I was loſt? This gentleman is the 
» Mi of Belvour. He has brought 
& W %%% 
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: 5 me letters of the moſt important bu- 
„ finefs, which I ſhall communicate to 


Eo _ after Fg” 


| They then adhd; into the houſe, 
and Ophelia indulged Belvour with her 
hand; at which, and the ſoftened tone 
the ſpoke to him in, Mrs. Overbury 


ſcemed perfectly aſtoniſhed. 


Emily Maitland: was gone to-bed; 
but Lady Ellars introduced Belvour to 
Miſs Maitland, of whom he took very 
polite notice, and congratulated her on 

having ſo eſtimable a friend. Is your 
„ Lordſhip come to make any ſtay in 

< this part of the country?“ ſaid Mr. 
Overbury. My ftay' here, Sir, an- 
ſwered he, depends entirely on that 
lady, on whom I will do myſelf the 
Aa ee of waiting on to-morrow morn- 
3 * He took his hat to go; but 
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Mr. Overbury requeſted him to partake 


if ſhe would not be angry. He there- 
with them till twelve o'clock ; when he 
retired to his inn, laying he would call. 
in the morning, _ 


of their repaſt ; and Ophelia looked as 


fore threw his. hat away, and chatted 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
' TENDERNESS. 


THE moment done was gone, Mis 
Mäaitland, who was generally timid 
and reſerved, exclaimed in his praiſe, 
with a warmth which ſhewed ſhe ex- 
tremely admired him. Ophelia's heart 
took great delight in hearing him com- 
mended ; but ſhe joined not in the com- 
mendation. She took her letters from 
her pocket, and giving them to Mr. 
Overbury, with a bluſh, begged they 
would conſult upon the contents, and 
_ indulge her with breakfaſt in her own 
room, that ſhe might not be a reſtraint 
on their converſation ; adding, that ſhe 


ould not think of anſwering them, with- 
475 out 
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out their advice and concurrence. Then 
taking Julia by the arm, the wiſhed 
them good night, and retired to her - 
own room; where Miſs Maitland ſtaid 
talking about the Marquis, while Lady 
Ellars undreſſed. A ſeeret conſciouſ- 
neſs which generally attends true affee- 
tion, prevented Ophelia ſpeaking largely 
of him; ſo that Miſs Maitland was de- 
ceived by her apparent coolneſs, and 
ſaid, “ Perhaps he is not ſo amiable as 
« 1 imagine; poſfibly your Ladyſhip 
% may know him to be not ſo worthy 
of admiration as he appears? * You 
are miſtaken, my dear, ſaid Ophelia; 
an intimate acquaintance diſcovers 
©. charms in his character which a flight 
knowledge ef him does not reveal. 
But leave me now, my dear Julia, 
and call me early in the morning, for 
I have much to do. You and Emily 
% it BG 
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©, will breakfaſt with me, if you 2 
aas our good friends will be - ad 1 2 
25 bet I 
They then pere and phelia 
| bid herſelf to reffection, ſuch as ſhe 
had never known, which yet kept her 
waking ſome time; then ſweet ſleep, 
and dreams of happineſs, inferior only 
to that ſhe felt when waking, gave her 
health and ſpirits to riſe n be- 
fore her 1 time. 


She breakfaſted with Jutia and Emily, 
and was ſoon after ealled down to Mr. 
and Mrs. Overbury, who received her 
with ſmiles of pleaſure. My dear 
« Lady Ellars, ſaid the firſt, © Iam 
extremely grateful for the kind com- 
% pliment you have paid me; but you 
e have long been your on miſtteſs.— 
My advice, however, I have reaſon 


4 to believe, has ſome weight with you; 
= <=. and- , 


— 


* 


& and 13 give it in dear of my Lord 
Marquis s propoſal.“ » © Ah, Ophelia, 


ſaid Mrs, Overbury, you have been 


c completely teſerved; but I now ſee 
into a great many myſteries I could 


never before unravel. Your looks tell 


me your inclination to comply with 
. © this propoſal is not of late date.” 


| Ophelia endured a little more good- 
humoured raillery, and then retired to 


begin her letters to her friends : but ere 


ſhe had written three lines, Emily Mait- 
land came running to tell her a hand- 


ſome gentleman begged the favour of 
her company in the parlour. '** Who 


& is with him ?” faid Ophelia. No- 
body, replied Emily. I was there 
alone, when the footman ſhewed him 
in; and he called me his pretty dear, 


and aſked me if I would love him?“ 
« Well, and what did you tell him? 
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ſaid Ophelia. I told him, replied 
Emily, I would, it you did; and he 
bade me aſk you. Do you, Ma'am? 
Do you love him?” „ How can! 
- © tell my dear, till I ſee him ?” replied 
Ophelia. And in faying _ ſhe en- 


tered * parlour.. 


-T he Marquis meet and preſſing 
her hand to his boſom, enquired after 
ber health. Fhere, ſaid the prating 
Emily, did not I tell your Ladyſhip 
he was handſome 2 Do you love him 
% No,” ſaid Ophelia, caſting a glance 
on Henry, which contradicted her words; 
in return far which he preſſed her hand 
repeatedly to his lips. © I do, though, 
ſaid Emily. Julia then came in, and 
told Emily ſhe muſt go down to the 


| ſchool. © I like going to the ſchool 


very well,” ſhe replied ; © but I like 
& * laying with * better! looking ae 
Belyour ; ; 
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Belvour; who anſwered, *© You are a 
dear little angel! but I ſhall have the 
«, ray py ſeeing you when you re- 
£6. turn.“ 1 he 1 then 1 _ room 
together... e ae, Oy $2 iT 
Belvour then threw his arm round | 
Ophelia, and gazed on her with a re- 
ſtrained paſſion. They entered into con- 
verſation ;. and, without any great diffi- 
_ culty, he obtained the promiſe he re- 


- queſted, that ſhe would be his as ſoo 


as her half-year's mourning was ex, 
pired.. | 


They then entered into an intereſting: 
diſcourſe for ſome conſiderable time. 
Bel vour now owned that he had ſtolen 
her portrait from Sophia, as ſhe had all 
along juſtly ſuſpected :. and they di- 
verted themſelves with the idea of her 
loſing the miniature of each, from her 
goodneſs to both. | 


: K 6 1 They 


Emily Maitland ani her alter entered 8 


the room. Then the diſcourſe here 
ended, and their attention was drawn 


towards the two you Ades. 
CH AP. 


TUnLEy Robot | 


yy. # a 4 - | # © { 
. 5 — 4 . , a . 7 
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CHAPTER» *. 


A PRATTLE.. 


ow EN 1L r. fad Miſs Maitland, 
| « why will you come in here > 
Lady Ellars is buſy.” Aye!“ replied * 
the little. girl; © but 1 don't want Lady 
© Fllarsz nor I don't want you; but 1 
want this is gentleman ; ; I want to talk 
to him.” We are not engaged now,” 
ſaid Ophelia, withdrawing 50 from 
Belvour's encircling arm; you may 
' © come in, if you pleaſe.” Well: 
ſaid Emily, looking archly on Lady El. 
lars, I have found it out now Y— 
© What have tn found out, my dear * 
ag ſhe, © Why, ſaid Emily, if 
you do not love this gentleman, he 
| loves 
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loves you very much.“ „ You are 
"© right, my love,” ſaid the Marquis, 
Fs her on his knee; © but how do 
« you know?” * You look as if you 
did, replied Emily; © and I know 
© too why I love you all,” “ Well, tell 
© us why,” ſaid he. I love my ſiſter, 
faid Emily, © becauſe ſhe is very good; 
© I love Lady Ellars, becauſe —becauſe 
© mamma. ſaid ſhe was an. angel, and 
you know we ſhould love angels; and 
I love you, becauſe: you are 7 
handſome. Well, but Emily, 
id Ophelia, ſmiling at Belvour's i 
coming colour, Have. not told you, 
4% you ſhould. never ſay to any body they 
& are handſome ?” BZBut what muſt 1 
7 ſay,” faid. ſhe, if, they aſk me why I 
© loye them?? „ You may ſay they 
% are good,” rep'ied Ophelia. Ves, 
ſaid Emily, * but I don't know whether 


« © he is good; for you would not tell me 
| © this 
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__* this morning.“ How charming, 
faid Belvour, “ is the artleflneſs natural 
« to this age He ſet her down, and 
continued, « Cruel Ophelia ! to wiſh 
« to prevent my hearing the only com- 
« pliment I ever was offered from a 
lady ! What would I not give to hear 
from thoſe lips, the words, I love 
«© you! — Are they difficult to pro- 
«© nounce? Try, Ophelia; think of 
„ Sophia, and repeat them.“ And 
* why,” aſked Ophelia, bluſhing ek, 
tremely, may I not think of her bro- 

© ther, when I ſay I love you? — 

« Yes,” he replied, with a grateful 
look ; think always of her ben 

N when ah fay ſo.” J 
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Ophelia then roſe. He took both her 

hands, and ſaid, ©© Muſt you go? 
3 Ves, ſhe replied, © to dreſs; but you 
* may 
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"Bp of 


© may as well ſtay and dine here.'—- 
„Much better, if you will give me 
4 leave, ſaid he. * I will give you 
© ſome amuſement,” replied Ophelia, 
© if you will promiſe not to think ill of 
© me.” © I may readily promiſe,” ſaid 
Belvour, what it will be umpoſtible 
<< not to perform.“ 


_ 


* 


| Ophelia then took two papers from 


her pocket-book, and gave them to 


him; after which, ſhe left the room, 
calling her two young Tron away * with 
her, | 


Belvour loſt no time in looking what 
the papers ſhe put into his hand con- 


tained. The firſt he caſt his eye on was 
entitled, 


3 
* 


 LUMLEY=-=HOUSE. 20G 


A * 
INVOCATION ro SYMPATHY: 


ADDRESSED 10 $OPHLAs | 


SWEET 23 q Oh, 12. os azure 
eye: 5 
Fram my pale check this tear of forrove 
ſteal ; 
Thou pitying cherub, ſtop this riſing iz gu, 
And the ſad wounds which rend my boſom 
heal. f VVV 


Aſfiſt to ſtem this rapid tide of woe 3 
Thy mute attention may een, my | 
U SET 295 2 
Steal from fond paſſion half its ardent glow, 
And to my. miſery bring a flight W 


Why * this fatal tenderneſs i impart. 
Buch ſad ſenſations to my heaving breaſt 2. 
Why does yhe cruel weakneſs of my heart 
Rob my ſwell'd boſom of its wonted 
1 reſt g I 
Ver 


/ 


. 
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Yet ere I'd wiſh to loſe the plaintive ſweet 
Of ſenſibility's enchanting charms, 
My heart ſhould every OM of mo 
- greet, By 
And hail diſtreſs in all its various forms! | 


= 


How ſharp ſoc'er the mis? ory it beſtows, _ 
From its fond pangs I wifh not to be free; 
For, ah! what recompence for endleſs woes! 

M. y lov'd ny it attracted thee ! 


Ornz 11A. 


The ſeeond was called, 
IMPROMPTU; 
ox LAYING ASIDE THE PORTRAIT or 1 
VEs, from this i image L win part, 0 


One ray of peace to win; 
Why wear his portrait next my LO 


4 _ Whoſe ſelf refides within Z 


Una 


When 
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When ſhe returned from. her toilet, 
Belvour thanked her in the moſt ani- 
mated terms for the gratification ſhe had 
given him. He commended. the. lines. 
highly; and with ſome difficulty ob- 
tained * conſent to keep them. 
He ** aſked how Sophia had been 
prevailed on to give her his picture; 3 
which of neceſſity led them into long 
and intereſting narratives. Ophelia re- 
lated, with ſome confuſion, a few par- 
ticulars his queſtions in a. manner ex- 
torted from her, while the delicate 
pleaſure Belvour took in every inſtance 
of her affection, a little relieved Ker 
embarraſſment. 5 


They condiel not the charming eon- 
verſation till the dinner- bell rung. He 
then led her into the dining-parlour,, 

| where ; 


- 
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where they found the family” were af 
Fmbled. | | wet | 


? 


| A wer had dined, Ophelia, Julia, 
and Belvour walked out together. Emily 
led them to the ſchool; where the order 
and regularity, the pleaſure the children 
expreſſed, and the emulation which 
reigned amongſt them, highly delighted 
Belvour. They returned to tex, and 
1 the Kaen the evening inter, 


In the Worin Ophelia wrote to 
Lady Clifford, in terms of modeſt and 
obedient conſent to her requeſt, and of 
true ſympathy in her ſorrows. To 4354 : 
2 89 ſhe wrote thus: 


ee Ah, my Sophia, how . do 
« I wiſh you was here at preſent ! a 

46 witnels and a ſharer in the happineſs 
985 I enjoy» 


<> 
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Ec 1 enije 95. Ves, my ſweet girl, your 
« amiable brother knows I love him! 
cc but how much, I could not, if 1 


« was inclined, expreſs! I éſincerely 


commiſerate the unhappineſs of my 
% honoured Lady Clifford. I always 
« hoped it would not be her lot, ami- 
able as ſhe is, to know 


How ſharper than a ſerpent's tooth 
„„ i” 


e 2M have a thankleſs child ! Ys 


c The particulars of my interview 
with your brother, you ſhall hear 
when we meet. He ſends up word 
„ that he impatiently expects me; and 
I have only time to thank you moſt 
traly for the delicate manner in 


oy 


„ 


4 


* 


* 


* 


4c 


© which you requeſt my conſent to a 
propoſal you Knew would make me 
(C ſo 


s 


. 2 
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c ſo happy; and to aſſure you I love 
ic you more tenderly, if poſkble, — 
*© ever! | 


< You know I am always, 
e with the utmoſt ſincerity, 
4 Your own 


44 OpHELIA ELLABõ.“ 
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The flight of time was now indeed 
unheeded by the amiable inhabitants of 
the parſonage; and the day ſoon came 
which brought Lady Clifford to Lum- 
ley-Houſe. Her Lord, Lord Oſmond, 
and Sophia came with her. 


Lady Eugenia was returned, and ſet- 
tled in London. Lady Clifford had 
ſeen her, though the Earl would not. 
Sidney ſeemed to behave well to her; 
and (for the time) Eugenia was much 
attached to him. 

Ophelia wrote to Lord Clermont, and 
received his free conſent to her choice. 
She did not reſide at Lumley-Houſe, 
chuſing to remain with the friends of 
ber youth as long as poſſible. Lord 

Clifford prepared to give up that ſeat 
to her when ſhe ſhould marry; and 
pre 
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| purchaſed two others at no great diſtance 
from it; one for himſelf, and the other 
for his ſon ; diſpoſing of one or two, 
which he only confidered as incumbmn- 
ees to him. 1 


— 
* * 
2 


wy H A P T IF R . 
MARRIAGE PREPARATIONS: . 


TA DY Ellars, as the time falt ap- . 

proached i in which ſhe was to throw 
alide her mourning, began to be a lit- 
le anxious concerning the diſ poſal of 
the two Miſs Maitlands ; and Lady 


| Clifford, with her uſual goodneſs, very I 


obligingly eaſed her of that care, by 
declaring, that as ſhe ſhould then be 
in a manner deprived of all her chil- 
dren, ſhe would with the moſt infinite 8 
ſatisfaction receive them into her pro- | 
teftion, until the education which Lady 
Ellars had fo i begun, ; thould 
be e „ 1 


vol. III. „ 5 The 85 
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The young ladies wrote frequently 
Home to their parents concerning their 
welfare, and the kind treatment they 
were every day experiencing from the 
hand of their worthy benefactrefs Lady 
Ellars; and they were as often ſending 
them preſents; which N. train s * 
roſity furniſhed. 


The balf-ycar ſoon clapſed.; and the 
two Lords became importunate in urg- 
ing Sophia and Ophelia to fix on the 
day which was to nen their hap 
Pineſs. | 
HEE "44 ir RAIL | 
|  Belyoyr and Ophelia. were one day 
ſeated in the parlour, at the parſonage, 
and, as was cullamarye the Marquis way: 
em ployed in n ſolicitation. A length: 


Ophelia, being quite unable to with- 
ſtand his Lordſhip's intreaties, any long 
er, * e 5 Lord, to get 

i 6nd 


- E : ö 
= 1 
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% rid of you the beſt way poſſible,-L 
<c give you for anſwer, that I bY 
c lutely refer you to Lady; Clifford 
when you go home. Tell her ſo, 
and that L am entirely at her Lady- 
* ſhip's diſpoſal; and will not attempt 
to ſtart ſo much as one ſingle objec- 
<< pleaſed to fix upon: I am very ſure 
„her Ladyſhip will be conſiderate 
enough and give me a ſufficiency: of 
< time. Now, my L I. * on” 
* are © able 


of” * 


'T The ae Sus > with) 
this anſwer of Ophelia's, inſtantly, preſl-- 
ed her hand to his lips with the great- 
eſt ecſtaſy, and, catching up his hat, 
darted out of the houſe in a moment, 
without ever uttering a ſyllable This 
precipitate flight of Belvou s had fuck 5 
an effect on Ophelia, that ſhe laughed 

L. 2 moſt 
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moſt immoderately at his impatience, 
and was ſome conſiderable time before 
ſhe was thoroughly able to compoſe 
herſelf again. But how much aſtoniſhed 
was ſhe, when, almoſt before ſhe could 
have imagined it / poſſible for him to 
have reached Lumley-Houſe, he re- 
entered the parlour, and ſuddenly catch- 
ing her bang, faid, in a haſty manner, 
% Where, where is you cloak? Come, 
my deareſt Ophelia, make the quick- 
< eſt diſpatch you poſſibly can!“ — 
Ophelia, with the greateſt degree of 
compoſure imaginable, and looking ſted- 
faſtly en Belvour as ſhe ſpoke, replied, 
To do what? tormenting mortal! 
What miſchievous purpoſe do I read 
in your eyes, my Lord?” A very” 
«© miſchievous one indeed, replied the 
Marquis, to haſten the time when 
4 you will be my own, Ophelia! Lady 
2 9 d deſires W will go to her 


4 (6 im- 
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© immediately; me now. waits your 
« arrival to determine: and 1 beg 

that you may not delay che time a 9 
66 .. . CF: 1 DIG ANTE - | 


* 


» 


WE... 


| When | Lady Ellars heard what Lady 
Clifford had faid to the Marquis, ſne i 
anſwerd, Well, my Lord, I ſhall go | 
„ with you.“ And ſhe immediately | | 
put on her N and they both ſet of || 
together. They were no great, while in id 
reaching Lumley-Houſe. On their en- = 
tering the ſaloon they found Lady Clit 1 
ford, Sophia, and Oſmond, were wait- if 
ing their arrival. The moment the | 
Counteſs ſaw Ophelia, ſhe ſaid, Come 
5 in, my love; I only waited for you, 
to pronounce my definitive ſentence; 
© and I underſtand you confent to abide 
©. by it: do you not? Ves, chey 
all anſwered. The ladies added, ©Be' 
1 * pleaſe your Ladyſhip; 3 | 
I 3 ._ the -_ 
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the gentlemen, And pray, me 
„ eee eG | 


4 Wel, mid OY W I have 
* now to inform you, that every thing 
is in readineſs ; che ſettlements wait 
*: only-for- the names; and the cloaths. 
(vou will not be in want of many, 
* particularly Lady Ellars, who has ſe- 
© weraF new ſuits by her) may he pre-. 
© pared without much loſs of time. Let 
«*me'ſee : this is Thurfday—then I fix 
for this-day-week.” — The two ladies 
then exclaimed, Oh, how cruel!“ 
and intreated her Ladyſhip to delay it 
to a farther diſtant period; but Oſmond 
and Belvour, who were almoſt devour- 
ing Lady Clifford for joy, would not 
hear a word ſaid about delaying, on any 
account; and they each, on their knees, 
kiſſed the hand which was in ſo ſhort a 
. e 


e 
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time to make cheir happineſs entirely 
—_— l 9 eee 


3 Clifford! wept white the em- 
braced them, and moſt heartily prayed 
for the utmoſt felicity ever to attend 
them. Shortly after "this, they turned 
the gentlemen out for the whole day; 
and now it was that they began to buſy _ 
themſelves in preparations for whe faft- 
Peri my of OE: 7 be 

The Duke of Weſtbury e in 
order * be Lon on in ene $2 


5 
1 


Ophelia wrote letters to Mrs. Alwin 

id Lord Clermont, acquainting chem 
of the time determined on, and requeſt: 
ing the favour of their preſence, if they 
could make it ſuitable to their come 
nience. 


„ Belvour 
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HBelvour preſented. Ophelia with a 

complete ſet of the moſt beautiful dia- 
monds, and another of the valuableſt 
pearl, which could be NNE" 


© Ophelia ms: 8 to hep friends 
Sbe gave to Lady Sophia a ſet of very 
elegant dreſſing - plate; and received 
from her Ladyſhip a moſt valuable 
equipage for the tea-table. Ophelia 
likewiſe purchaſed, and ſent to her be- 
loved Henrietta (Mrs. Alwin) the beſt 
editions of ſeveral of the moſt admired 
authors, bound up in the neateſt and 
neweſt faſhion : and to Mr. Alwin ſhe 
ſent a variety of beautiful prints and 
curious drawings. In a word, mutual 
interchanges were made between Lady 
Ellars and all her friends of lomething 
beautiful and cute, as well as mw 
able. 


lt 
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It was agreed upon, that immediately 
| | its their marriage was over, the whole 
of the party ſhould: ſet off in an ex- 
curſion for Brighthelmſtone:; and dur- 
ing the ſtay they intended to make 
there, Lumley - Houſe: was to be en- 
tirely new fitted up and furniſhed in the 
moſt commodious as well as the moſt 
coſtly manner that could be deviſed by 
mechanics of the en * 1 
cheir reception. 200 et- gain 


= - 
LIED BY : 
- . 7 * 


— 


The nde ent which was peculiarly _ 
allotted to Ophelia, conſiſted of a dreſſ- 
ing· room, elegantly hung round with pa- 
per of a beautiful appearance, the ground 
of which was a dark green, approaching 
to black, with a pattern raiſed upon it 
of rough filver. The border had a fil- 
ver ground, and a roſe, which appeared 
in its natural colour,, raiſed here and 
chere, and conveyed the moſt pleaſing, 
. eſſect. 
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effect imaginable. The furniture con- 
tained in it was of chintz, beautifully 
coloured: and at one end of the room 
was placed a ſmall organ. Ophelia had 
alſo a drawing room, which ſhe called 
more particularly her own, hung and 
furniſhed with pale blue ſattin, with a 
FT os cornice and ornaments. 


— F< Fo 


Lady: Ellars ſet Aa ig We on ales 
eig room ; not ſo much for its ele- 
gance, for in that feſpect it was rather 
inferior to the other, but on account of 
what was contained in it that ſhe held it 
ſo very high in her eſtimation. It was 

in this room where there were placed 

vhole length portraits of her dear pa - 
rents che late Lord and Lady Lumley. 
For the ſake of viewing theſe, Ophelia 
choſe to make this her more conſtant 
Pen os n 1 Por- 
traits 
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CHAPTER XVH. 
A CONCLUSION. 


T HE week fled away ſwiftly ; and 
the happy day ſoon arrived which 
was to complete the happineſs of theſe 
amiable people. 
The lovely brides were dreſſed ex- 
actly alike, in fine filver muſlins. As 
they were ſiſters in hearts, and ſoon to 
be ſo in reality, they thought proper to 
be ſo in their attire. Mrs. Overbury 
and Lady Clifford attended them to 
church; and the two Miſs Maitlands 
were honoured. by the office of bride- 
maids. | 8 
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On the morning, of the awptial- day, 


the break faßte 
proceeded, M ſeveral carriages, to tha 


were met by all the children of Op he- 


ers, decorated with pink ribbons, which 
they ſtrewed in the way before them as 
they went along. The acclamations, 
the bleſſings which proceeded from the 
lips of the gazing. crowd, quite over» 


3 though, it may naturally be ſuppoſed, 
on mult. have Siren, ann to 


eſt delight to Lady Clifford; who ex- 
preſſed herſelf to, Ophelia in theſe 


words: 8990 en: how ſweet a triumph i is 
boy this? 


about. eight o'clock, they afſembled in 
zom; and at nine, they 


church. At the gate of the park they 


lia's ſchool, each with a baſket of flow- 


whelmed the ſpirits of Ophelia, al. 


8 * : 


The 8 which was diffuſed 
on this happy occaſion, gave the high- 


2389 <LOMLEL-HODSE. 


ee this! the joy and comfort IT at this 


© moment feel 1 Alm quite | incapable 


e of . expreſling !” Then addreſſing 
herſelf to the children, ſhe ſaid, * Oh, 
% my beloved infants, never let this 
day be forgotten! never, never let it 
leave your remembrance!“ Then, 
ſaid the Counteſs to Ophelia, How 
5 infinitely ſuperior are theſe bleſſings, 
& /beftowed by hearts your goodneſs has 
% made happy; to che forced and 


feigned applauſes of a eta maki 
4 ir 8 


They were thes ee 8 che 
Aber, train all the way to church, 
where the amiable brides went through 
the ſolemn office with mingled timidity 
and dignity, ſuitable on the occafion. | 


Lord Clifford gave Ophelia firſt to the 
Marquis of Belvour, while a ſilent tear 


AS 


LUMLEY-HOVUSE. 231 


as ſhe thought of her ill adviſed Euge- 
nia. The Duke of Weſtbury preſented. 

his daughter to her happy Oſmond; 
and Mr. Overbury performed the ſo- 
lemn ceremony of marriage. As ſoon 
as this was over, they returned to their 
carriages; and the villagers, who ſtood 
at the park-gate waiting their coming 
back, took the horſes from each coach, 
and drew them to the houſe; every 
one endeavouring to give alfütance, 
and nn as * went _ ; 


Aster * ache nne 
the reſt of the morning was ſpent in 


converſation. There arrived to dinner 


a moſt numerous and ſplendid com- 


having, by Lord Clifford's particular 
deſire, received an invitation. There 
was likewiſe an elegant ball, which 


continued till it was pretty” late; and 
| after 


fp 
3 1 
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after they retired from dancing, the 
whole of the company ſtaid and partook 
of a moſt ſumptuous ſupper. 


The next morning the whole family, 
conſiſting - of the Duke of Weſtbury, 


and Lord and Lady Clifford in one 


coach; the Marquis and Marchioneſs 
of Belvour, with the two Maitlands, in 
another; Lord, and Lady Oſmond in 
an elegant pot-chaiſe, with two or three 


other carriages in their ſuite, ſet off 
for Brighthelmſtone, as was formerly 
agreed upon; where they ſpent a hap- 
-py month, by -partaking; of all the plea- 


ſures which the place and ſeaſon could 
afford ; and then ſeparated, each to 


their reſpective home; promiſing at 


their parting, to viſit one other on 
every occaſion that could be made ſuit- 
—A „ 


If 


LUMLEY-HOVSE. 233 


In this agreeable manner did theſe 
amiable and happy people ſpend their 
years. — In a very ſhort time after this, 
Miſs Maitland was married to a gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood, very much 
to her advantage; and ſhe never forgor 

to acknowledge how much ſhe was in 
debted to the Marchioneſs of Belvour; 
her goodneſs and regard being the 
only means of her arriving to the happy 

and honourable ſtation which ſhe now 


Miſs Emily Maitland rematned for: 


ſome years under the care of Lady © 
Clifford, and was then wedded, very 
advantageouſly, to an amiable gentle 
man, of birth, and a ems ſhare 
of fortune. l. JELLY A "epb 


The Lady Belvour, as ſhe had long 
intended, Preſen ted each of the Miſs 
| | Ma tlands 
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Maitlands with five thouſand pounds 


on their marriage day. 


9 ot 3 died e and left 


only one child behind her, a daughter. 


This infant became the ſole care of 
dy Clifford, ans proved ner : 


The worthy Mr. and Mrs. Overbury, 
full of years as well as virtues, died in 


the arms of their Ophelia; and their 


daughter, with her huſband and chil- 
dren, care to reſide at the parſonage. 
Lady Belvour ever retained and ſhewed 
the moſt grateful remembrance of cheir | 


7 er en, 


Ophelia gave to her family ſix fine 


children; the eldeſt of whom was 


named Henry; the ſecond Edward, 


who! afterwards R the ſurname and 
title 


* 
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title of Lumley, and: ſucceeded to 
great part of the maternal eſtate; hs | 
third, Oſmond, who obtained high rank — 
in the army; the fourth (in honour ß 

bis mother's ancient friends) Overbury; 

the eldeſt girl was called Ophelia-Ma- 
tilda, and the . — . 


Lady Clifford lived to a great age, LO 
even to ſee the children of Oſmond and 5 
Sophia marry with thoſe of Belvaur and 
Ophelia; and ena her life ſurrounded 

by a weeping train of beautiful and ex- 

cellent deſcendants.—Saphia and Ophe- 

lia, to the end of their lives, never de- 

viated from the ſtrict and ardent friend- TE 
ſhip they had formed in youth”: their 5 
hearts bade defiance to time, which Eo 
had no power to cool their affection or en” 
affect their ſenſibility. Their friendſhip = = 
was continued in their deſcendants: 
unanimity was preſerved in each family 


113 ron rn. 

| by the influence and example of its 
de en Lady: Dhiir:efanes flon- 
' - - Tiſhed; their tenants were faithful and 


* induſtrious, their ſervants honeſt and 
ET attached. — Oh happy influence of vir- 
; tue, which extends to all around! Oh 
4 8 is E five benevolence |! 


* Years only added to their virtues 4 


"= 1 -! their happineſs; and, if a cloud bruſhed. 
by, the ſunſhine of ſucceeding days was 
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